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Electric cars
L PR
A revolution stalls
eHAEFEFFIM
American motorists aren't won over by battery power-yet
W) A E LR R AR E BT

i B : The Economist December 2" 2023 edition Business

Americans love their automobiles. So long, it seems, as FAAER AL, REALERRBHY,

they don’t run on batteries. A poll published in July by | w1148 &3k, £ H & LR TS 7 AT

the Pew Research Centre found that less than two-fifths W—R R EREL T, R AT 8%

of them would consider buying an electric vehicle (EV). | j3 2 = = A 2 Emrw i s, RE 7w

Despite expanding charging networks and more EV | g% % 1 By k., AR S EAAE LA T
models to choose from, that is a slightly lower share PR AR AR — AR AR AK T T — 4

than the year before.

[#3C]

1. stall /sta:l/ v.

NB) T AR E T /\‘ to stop something from happening until a later date; to stop making

progress %4 ; 8 E; 1%

7] : While his career has stalled, hers has taken off.

FA G F WA RATZ IR, WA F LB LT,

<3 L# %> delay

2. poll /pavl/ n. the process of questioning people who are representative of a larger group in order to get
information about the general opinion & & M3 ; K &AL

] : to carry out/conduct a poll

HEAT R & 3

3. charge /tfa:rd3/ v. to pass electricity through something so that it is stored there; to take in electricity so that it is
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1] : Before use, the battery must be charged.
W AE B AT A .
[Kkxd]

A poll published in July by the Pew Research Centre found that less than two-fifths of them would consider buying an

electric vehicle (EV).

&) F 69 £F 3% 4 : Apoll found that less than two-fifths of them would consider buying an electric vehicle (EV). 2 ¥
less than two-fifths of them would consider buying an electric vehicle (EV) A &M &, o) HEELRL: —R R &
BER T, RAEHNZ TR TAHENERLFALE

published in July by the Pew Research Centre A )G & €&, #4fipoll, &E&L: XEEX LA LTS 7 AN

XRER I H AT “RAH TR &
B 2023 FF=F R, ©HAELAEE
HEH 8%, SFERIAA AL, £EEH)
AE (ROEREGNNE) #E A5 100 77
W, WRIRARE T AFEHBRMNEG—F % —

FTEOCHAFH LA ERNW

Those words are backed up by relative inaction. In the
third quarter of 2023 battery-powered vehicles made
up 8% of all car sales. So far this year fewer than 1m
EVs (not counting hybrids) were sold in America, a
little more than half the number in less car-mad
Europe. Chinese drivers bought almost four times as

many.

(3]
1. inaction /1n'a&k[n/ n. lack of action; the state of doing nothing about a situation or a problem 4T3 ; 7K IiE
] : They have accused the government of inaction on the issue of railway safety.
HeAT 48 T BT AL 4K 562 A 19 AL L R PTAE A o
2. hybrid /'hatbrid/ n. a vehicle that uses two different types of power, especially petrol or diesel and
electricity &1 &£ (EARA TR MRE, LAGABREHEELRAER)
3. mad /maad/ adj. liking something/somebody very much; very interested in something 4% %] &3k ; #ik; &
18] : Scott's mad for peanuts.
WA RIS SR A

<[] L # #> obsessed

1. back up : to support somebody/something; to say that what somebody says, etc. is true X #; £ (EAHTZE)

1: 1l back you up if they don't believe you.
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do RN IABE R, KD FIREIE,

dads R HE T KB, HAEFERHAER
xF AT B9 — 23 B 69 B I F A R BEAT
THEE, 10 A, #AFRTHIER 1201C0£
TR AE T BRAAFECERFT — &
e FEe Bir, FHF—M401CETE
HRIAERT —F, izt R G AR —KALA L)
BOEM—EXEHWE L), izt XL adE Ltk
e A mxey k. sk, BRAE
FA T —R 100 10 £ T4 A i 2 = it X o
AFFER R IF SR T FER
Ak, 549 f, SKBattery ## /& T 100 % %
RIL, FERTEELEMN—KI) 8%, 11
A, B—RKEeF W HEN ] LG AR X
FERET, A ERARNMNER 170 Ao

Disappointing demand is now prompting carmakers
to reassess some of their ambitious electrification
plans. In October Ford said it would delay $12bn of
EV investments. GM has ditched some EV targets
and put off by a year a $4bn scheme to turn an
existing factory into one for e-pickups, among other
EV-related savings; it will instead pay out a record
$10bn in share buy-backs in 2024. Carmakers’
battery-making partners are turning cautious, too.
In September SK Battery laid off more than 100
employees and reduced output at a plant in Georgia.
In November LG Energy Solution, a fellow South
Korean firm, said it was laying oft 170 workers in

Michigan.

(3]

1. prompt /pra:mpt/ v. ‘\7}7 é&/?ffi,%/#ﬁz‘%/GRE/%Bﬂ to make somebody decide to do something; to cause something

to happen 124% ; F 2 A

] : His speech prompted an angry outburst from a man in the crowd.

b BHiE AL T AFET —F T a9 &,

2. reassess / ri:a'ses/ v. to think again about something to decide if you need to change your opinion of it & #7 % /& ;
RN

] : After reassessing the situation, she decided to do nothing.

FAFEHE NG, Hdk 2 A LT,

3. electrification /1 lektrifi'kezfn/ n. the process of changing something so that it works by electricity & <1t

8] : the electrification of the railway line from Manchester to Preston

M A A B & F AR a9 k9 4R R AL

4. ditch /dtf/ v. “1‘3 25 /5 %/‘x‘?fﬂ to get rid of something/somebody because you no longer want or need it/them 4%

Bl dF; EH
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#]: The new road building programme has been ditched.

g FE TR LR F

5. scheme /ski:m/ n. ‘\7}7 BB /GRE/%BT‘ a plan or system for doing or organizing something i+ X1; 77 % ; 4k

R R

%) : atraining scheme

IR

<] LH 4> plan

6. pickup /'pikap/ n. a vehicle with low sides and no roof at the back used, for example, by farmers # & 7' £ ; ¥ & /)>
WE; LR E

7. plant /plaent/ n. a factory or place where power is produced or an industrial process takes place X%/ ; L)~

#1: anuclear power plant

me )

1. pay out : to pay a large sum of money for something 4+ E #k

#1: | had to pay out £500 to get my car repaired.

K PEFR 500 EFG BN EEGAE.

2. lay off : to stop employing somebody because there is not enough work for themtodo (B LR % m) f#E
#]: 200 workers at the factory have been laid off.

I 2K 200 N TATR

IR =S R R A R R
e & BEIAF Tkt & gL ik
MLAFF ok 2 LA RBER iz, W
H, 9 TRAEZGaHARE S £EE
HAEW R Z—, ZLFTEE
LA BEAE P & 7 oR o

All this presents bumps on the road to electrified motoring in
America. The car industry’s ability to swerve around them
will determine the fate of its energy transition. And, since
passenger cars contribute a fifth of American total carbon
emissions, it will have an effect on the country’s

decarbonisation efforts, too.

(=]
1. bump /bamp/ n. a small raised area on a surface %42 4t
8] : The car hit a bump on the road.

AFRE T % LR,
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1. swerve /sw3:rv/ v. (especially of a vehicle £ 4§ # 4% %) to change direction suddenly, especially in
order to avoid hitting somebody/something K X4 % ; &4 %5
1] : She swerved sharply to avoid a cyclist.
WIRN T, ABF—ANH AITFEHA
2. fate /fert/ n. the things, especially bad things, that will happen or have happened to somebody/something 4 ¥ £
RAFE (LIIRF) ; ey
#]: The fate of the three men is unknown.
E=AAaEAR N

<[] X #-4%> destiny

EEE, pFIHEE SO AERFHRK
R& 2N FrMAEFHN3 (Cox
Automotive) &3+, —#mEFNAEN-FHE
WA 527 E L. £EABFMEE—4HA
hEARN A 4.8 T £ L, AAMAEE AL
R, 1BmH 65 =R A (BLIEHENK
Fo AFGBITRA) 2RI KR, —mEiEd
HAEWNIH 657 £L, b—MmALmE
WITEL (FmBEEAH: FROELALE
B BHRGE AR LR N AP H, £ EHE
A R THF) o ERFRITNKEE
Hwawtk, HEMBLH, EFBAKRET,
“DAVTRE R B AE AT TR

The biggest brake on EV enthusiasm in America is
price. The average EV there sells for $52,000, reckons
Cox Automotive, a consultancy. That is not a world
away from the $48,000 that Americans typically pay

for a petrol vehicle. But total costs of ownership,

which combine the sales price and running costs for

five years, vary more widely. At $65,000, the typical

EV is $9,000 more expensive to own than a petrol car
(owing to factors like pricey home chargers, dearer
insurance and, compared with Europe and China,
inexpensive petrol). On Ford’s latest earnings call
executives grumbled that Americans were stubbornly

“unwilling to pay premiums” for EVs.

[3C]
1. brake /breik/ n. a thing that stops something or makes it difficult L7 ; 4%
] : High interest rates are a brake on the economy.

BARIAFET BF K.

% 7k %/ 3643 /GRE/ & /\‘ to complain about somebody/something, especially something

2. grumble /'grambl/ v.

that is not really very serious "#°& ; " K% 5%

%] : She's always grumbling to me about how badly she's treated at work.
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o ) R P T AR P de AT % T A

<R L# #> complain

3. stubbornly /'stabarnli/ adv. in a way that shows you are determined not to change your opinion or attitude £
By ey ; AE A IREREY

] : She stubbornly refused to pay.

W& AT Ao

4. premium /'pri:miam/ n. ‘ﬁﬁ/‘é"/GRE/%Bf/‘?/\‘ an extra payment added to the basic rate #1 5% A ; WA=

711 You have to pay a high premium for express delivery.
BB IAT & BR 6 T e 3 o

[45:%]
1. owingto: becauseof B % ; & T
#]: The game was cancelled owing to torrential rain.
LERBEKBIHET o

[Ksga]

But total costs of ownership, which combine the sales price and running costs for five years, vary more widely.

& F 49 £F 34 % : But total costs of ownership vary more widely. &£ : {2&F 695 ZH R AL F K

= w8

which combine the sales price and running costs for five years 7 £ &M ), 1545 ownership, & &2: LiEHEN

A Ao B 09IE 4T R A
All this leaves America’s car industry circling a | Ff A X AL EB A EF T LIBANT
roundabout. Consumers’ unwillingness to pay for ¥, HEERBAD RO AEE

expensive EVs is forcing carmakers to offer steep discounts
to shift inventory. Tesla has slashed its prices several times
in the past year. Carmakers are offering average discounts
of almost 10% on their EVs, more than twice as generous
as for petrol cars. But this is making it even harder for the
companies to make money from battery power. Ford's
electric division is losing about $62,000 for every vehicle it
sells, in contrast to a net profit of $2,500 apiece for the

company’s petrol cars. Continued losses in turn may

B4R F R R KRR AT I 0E
WEA, AEE—F2, Hilfi%k
KFaMEN . AFHEH AT LA
ERMT I 10%09-FH e, RIAHE
B AE % o ALIXALAE 1F X 2\ 5] B 3 AN
W) E TG P K. ARdd ey e B iR F 3]
NM&EEE—MER2TMY 627 £
IR ORERE = 2
6974 #1047 2500 % L. HLETRMA

T, FRZT,
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temper car firms’ appetite to invest in a broader electric | if & 7T 8 & H A & N S AT T £

offering that would appeal to buyers. JTZ B RE RG] KR KA S 0y X AR

[3C]
1. roundabout /'ravndsbawt/ n. a place where two or more roads meet, forming a circle that all traffic must go
around in the same direction (Xid) 3% 5
#]: There was a lot of traffic on the roundabout.

TAT KX L4k %,

2. steep /sti:p/ adj. ‘@f&/?fﬁ,‘ﬁ/GRE/%‘Eﬁ‘ (of a rise or fall in an amount # = % L+ & T %) sudden and very big ¥

Reg; 2By, RAEKEY
#1: a~rise in unemployment

Rk F a4 F AT

3. inventory /'tnvanto:ri/ n. ‘Eﬁ . /GRE/ % 41/ % /\‘ allthe goodsinastore (H/E&) &, EH

8] : inventory control
B HEE
4. slash /slzf/ v. (often used in newspapers % F T 4R ) to reduce something by a large amount X & #l & ; K X
LS
#]: The workforce has been slashed by half.
R ASHIRT —F
5. division /d1'vizn/ n. a large and important unit or section of an organization (FLA&9) ZF17
#]: The company's sales division is going to be restructured.

ERARRSE KR o

6. temper /'tempar/ v. ‘\7}7 R [ %/GRE/%BH to make something less severe by adding something that has the

opposite effect 1 4 #=; {& iR 4=
] : The hot sunny days were tempered by a light breeze.

— MR KA BB K A R A K EIFRE.

American carmakers are still hoping they can escape | £ B % % #]i& B 47 & A 2 A fE A5 4 BLiX
this vicious circle. They are mostly postponing their | # B 3R, MK Z A EREEZEHG®
American EV investments rather than pulling the plug | A £ &%, M ARZBUHAT. £ T k&

on them. In the next year or two many companies are | 49— F 2 F %0\ 3 F4EE S 178
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expected to unveil dedicated electrified “platforms”, as a | & AL “-F &7 (BPRFTE IG5 4EH)
car’s structural backbone is known, rather than lumping | 5 %2) , W RZF € kiR I H 490 0h
batteries unsatisfyingly onto existing petrol-driven | 3R &) 28 L, XA A R AL T RAAZE

skeletons. Some of the EVs quality problems are | 9374 % 69— 2 i & 9] 2 & BT A #7 £ A 0%
teething pains typical of all new models, be they electric BMAER, LRV HAELR BN
or petrol-powered, which will be sorted out as | %%, AR A & & K69 R M 15 2 A 5k o

production lines mature. And from January the EV tax | A 1 A A2, ©3AEHIIRL LI 24 E
credits will also be available at the point of sale, making | & E%&, X4 —%k, ERK fitelh 242,

it less burdensome for buyers to take advantage of

IR ZERAHRARSME, ¥ K7FwiT
B, MK A, o BEiEayis, £ HA

them.

All this could eventually improve quality, expand

. B A& AE . N = 5] R A Ltb
product ranges, push down costs and, with luck, Fon ) Al AL, AT = LT
H o — 25K I

generate profits for car firms. Eventually may, though,

come a bit later than hoped.

(3]

YL ‘%/GRE/%"%/"\;‘/\‘ very bad or severe & % #; T &Y

18] : a vicious spiral of rising prices

P ay B RS B

<[] LH > severe

2. postpone /pawu'spavn/ v. to arrange for an event, etc. to take place at a later time or date than originally planned
R, R, B4

#]: The game has already been postponed three times.

XK OB ZFIEIT .,

3. unveil / an'verl/ v. to show or introduce a new plan, product, etc. to the public for the first time (& X))
B, N, dfd; FoaZz TR

%] : They will be unveiling their new models at the Motor Show.

RANR A E R EA R A THHAAE,

<P X ##> release

4. dedicated /'dedikertid/ adj. designed to do only one particular type of work; used for one particular
purpose only & Fl49; F17 R &d

8] : Software is exported through a dedicated satellite link.
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BUAAdERNILEHRE D,
5. backbone /'bakbawn/ n. the most important part of a system, an organization, etc. that gives it support and
strength ¥ 4%; B F; Ak
7]+ Agriculture forms the backbone of the rural economy.
Rk # RAT 22 56 K ah
6. lump /Iamp/ v. to put or consider different things together in the same group, even when they are actually quite
different fe... )3 5 —A (RE&ALRF E)
#]: You can't lump all Asian languages together.
RIS RE A BT A 69 N5 5 A — Ko
7. skeleton /'skelitn/ n. the main structure that supports a building, bridge etc (3 3i4. HFEFa9) R, FZ
#]: Minutes after the explosion, all that remained was the skeleton of the bridge.
BHER A5G, ERFARAF —GIERT .
8. teethe /ti:3/ v. if a baby is teething, its first teeth are growing (22)L) 7, KILT
7] If your new car is having teething troubles, take it back to the garage where you bought it.
S R ARG A AL R P b LR AR, e B E A Ak
*teething pains: problems connected with a new product, or problems at the beginning of a process or activity i H
R E S A0 18 B 49 15 A2 R
9. burdensome /'b3:rdnsam/ adj. causing worry, difficulty or hard work 7 423t & 69 ; EAKI2ay; EFHY
#]: The new regulations will be burdensome for small businesses.
AT DA Ak i F AR E B R A2,
[4i5]
1. pull the plug : to prevent a plan, business etc from being able to continue, especially by deciding not to give it any
more money (ALA5:8id REREFT4) £ CGEF4) TRe%kL:, Fif, 151k
#]: The Swiss entrepreneur has pulled the plug on any further investment in the firm.
ARz 35 d £ b A ) 3K RN 8] Ao
2. sort out : to organize the contents of something; to tidy something ¥2Ji ; #32
#]: The cupboards need sorting out.
B IZEE—T T,

3. tax credit : money that is taken off your total tax bill FLILH& %
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4
B

1) XFRM

> EANE RIS AE
H < > 3 [ 94 B D SR B SH S A Y BUAR TR
PRSI RELERET A, HEDSEDHAELER THIRXIT

FEBERE (RNLIEREDIE) HEREI100F5H

N > 4 B R R IRAR
' > SR ) 2 T T AT S YU S P

FERENH T
> 3P4l S B ST BB RIH I BN E TR U

>3 E USH HE T TO SRS 22 AL 9B 3R A AP B M UF 2R

ZE FRIAEFTIBE AT R IRRZE X B EIYREIRHF, MARIRHA
FRRRFTE )G, BB A
i F RS R NCIR T BPSF Lk
2) B L&
v A&
vehicle

A poll published in July by the Pew Research Centre found that less than two-fifths of them
would consider buying an electric vehicle (EV).

EFERRALFRF ST AN —ARERAEE T, REASZ WX E R TS EIE
A AE

automobile

Americans love their automobiles.

£BEAERMAMGGAE,

HAMe: car

#]:  Where can | park the car?
KT AL LT 577

v T, B

reduce

@ Stella FIERPT



The Economist - EEFBIISENEREIR 2023/12/05

In September SK Battery laid off more than 100 employees and reduced output at a plant in
Georgia.

A% 9 F, SKBattery 427 100 2 2 i L, F TR THAEEMN—KI &9+ %,

slash

Tesla has slashed its prices several times in the past year.
AL —F2 FirZRREEN.
HAHe: diminish/decrease

%]: The world's resources are rapidly diminishing.

W R B A R .

3) —HA%E L

v’ steep
S % J& & : Consumers’ unwillingness to pay for expensive EVs is forcing
carmakers to offer steep discounts to shift inventory. A % & RE A HR a9 &
HAFE R, QEAFFERARE RN BT XFELES .

2R:3E
(D(of a rise or fall in an amount 3 & #) _L# & T %) sudden and very big K X &; & A8 ;
KA K %4y
a ~rise in unemployment
% b F 0 At
@ (of a price or demand #'#% & 5K ) too much; unreasonable T 5 &; T4 8; RE&HEE
£4 for a cup of coffee seems a little ~ to me.
— Ao 2 BB AERE KA SRFHIE,
@ (of a slope, hill, etc.#H3# . L ¥ ) rising or falling quickly, not gradually Bt &9 ; B 49

a ~ flight of stairs
— BARTE 69 B

v' ditch

@ Stella FIERPT @



The Economist - EEBIBEERERINIK!
v\ X F )R ) : GM has ditched some EV targets... 8 A% L2457 —%iE) %
iR E 69 B AR...
v B
(Dto get rid of something/somebody because you no longer want or need it/them $£8; #
Fi; EF
The new road building programme has been ~.
#7891 FE IR R LR F .
@ if a pilot ditches an aircraft, or if it ditches, it lands in the sea in an emergency 4 (¥#L)
AEEREHE; (BEL) 4%
Two balloonists had to ~ during the race.
MG R AT H A LR P8 £ K LR ETEE,
@ to not go to school, a class etc when you should #52, i

Did you ™~ class today?

RARLIRT?

4) 15 B\ %
v REE R
vV XER:

All this presents bumps on the road to electrified motoring in America. The car industry’s

ability to swerve around them will determine the fate of its energy transition.
vV @BREIX:
All this presents bumps on the road to... Fr A X AR iE 2. .2 % sl
The ../s ability to swerve around them will determine the fate of... ... 8% % 38 JF iX 3k [ELAF 5
A B aiE
v 5 BT
All this presents bumps on the road to win the critical battle against poverty in China. The

country’s ability to swerve around them will influence the goal of building a moderately

prosperous society in all respects.
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v A5 B b—H R8T AT
FAT AR e B KR IR S WSS R T HEAT R S T AL T 8 A 2 AL,
Yo £ B A kKR B AR

5) FAIEEL

AHHEZHE—uFHRE
1. automobile AaF
2. electric vehicle WA F
3. charging network PO ACES
4. hybrid AN F
5. decarbonisation J5E. 5%
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