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A new Middle East
# P AR

The UAE’s ambitious ascent
o7 B o 2R 2 G R AL

How to thrive in a fractured world

Yo T 25 BR B AT B9 P ) AR

i B : The Economist November 25th 2023 edition Leaders

Over the next few weeks Dubai will be abuzz. Tens of kU, wHEKERRIEL, KT 45

thousands of diplomats, activists and business folk are due | z o2 25 T Fe 1 AL H T akad #F,

to fly in to join the UN’s annual climate pow-wow. The KA E —F—F AR KL, BE

United Arab Emirates’ skill at wrangling countries and | g7 35 14 82 A% % B % 7 4 B 7 24 12 7535,

industries with vastly disparate interests, in the hope of | £ £ ;m Rty B R ATk @ AT, A

making further progress on tackling climate change, will | 2n % & 3+ 5 42 % b 7 @ BT & K B .

be on full display. But that is not the only reason to pay | g ;5 FRREETIRE G E—RH .

attention to the UAE. It also shows how to thrive in the TR T AT S MR ES KR,

multipolar age.

(3]

1. ascent /a'sent/ n. Hv‘ /\| |51i ‘?i| |3f£7f§1| the process of moving forward to a better position or of making progress

At R #Y

2. fractured /'fraektford/ adj. split into several parts so that it no longer functions or exists %% 89; #& % 49

8] : These families have a veneer of unity but, underneath, they tend to be fractured by lies and betrayals.
R gk ER -, 18R IF EEERRE T RFF LB A

3. abuzz /2'baz/ adj. noisy like the sound of a bee 4 89; = EEay; ZIIARIL(49); B9 (49)

1]: Small bars are abuzz and people pile into huts hooked up to generators to watch football matches.

AAVIBNBL & R AR D EPE I R HILIR, A B ik, 35
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4. diplomat /'diplamaet/ n. a person whose job is to represent his or her country in a foreign country, for
example, in an embassy 7N X B
5. pow-wow /'paswau/ n. a meeting for discussion it 4 ; NEL
6. wrangle /'reengl/ v. to argue angrily and usually for a long time about something %%, 4 ##
#1: They're still wrangling over the financial details.
WAV A W m 5 F 20,
7. disparate /'disparat/ adj. so different from each other that they cannot be compared or cannot
work together B KA TR 89; ALiALE Ay T AT
#): Her five profiles feel disparate and disconnected.
St BAS A R R 25 A BB TR L T A8
8. multipolar / malta'pola/ adj. characterized by more than two centers of power or interest % Wty
#]: 1 think we are already a university of the future because we are looking at the multipolar world.
KINA BN ER—FTRRG KT, BARMNELAERT S HER.
(4% & 4k]
1. UAE : The United Arab Emirates, sometimes simply called the Emirates or the UAE, is a country located at the
southeast end of the Arabian Peninsula on the Persian Gulf, bordering Oman to the east and Saudi Arabia to the south,

as well as sharing sea borders with Qatar and Iran. FTi/a8 45 KB (FIEH)

[(Kga]

The United Arab Emirates’ skill at wrangling countries and industries with vastly disparate interests, in the hope of

making further progress on tackling climate change, will be on full display.

8 F £-F 3% 7 The United Arab Emirates’ skill will be on full display, &#: MizfaB s KEHF AL ETEHE
at wrangling countries and industries with vastly disparate interests 4 )& & & &, 54k skill, & A : EHFBLFAE
B F ey E R ATk @ ey (4457)

H P, with vastly disparate interests 7 & £ & #&, 144 [RZ countries and industries, &#: #l#8 74 (B KA
k)

in the hope of making further progress on tackling climate change A 4FFEKE, EH: A L2 L F A IET 7 @R
KR

H ¥, ontackling climate change % &6 B € &, 545X 2 progress, &X: BRI A ETR T @Y (HE)
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ZEADRLEHERADTH 01%% — &,
B A £ F B G #R8) 0.5%, 12274
AR G i E 6T 10%, X F #F
e RNT AR K. HELHFSHX
BR—4, CRBERLRZFEH, €
A—AHMGEFER, 22 R 1
RIAREFHFRZ —. CALZEAGFE
BA, AR KGT HUEATE, K
FHAAY GDP AL T REAREE, 12¢
ZWAAA A3y, RIFE
FodE M R by P oS, fE R A P A
Ay, 2020 -, CABMEAET] X
FEFHGEBTERZ—,

The country is home to just over 0.1% of the world’s
people and produces only 0.5% of its GDP, but it contains
nearly 10% of the world’s oil reserves, and this wealth
helps it punch above its weight. Like many emerging
countries today, it straddles political and economic
divisions. It is a closed autocracy, yet one of the world’s
most open economies. It is a close ally of America, but its

biggest trading partner is China. Although its GDP per

person exceeds that of Britain or France, it is often seen

as part of the global south and is a hub for Indian and

African businesses, making it the Singapore of the Middle

East. And in 2020 it was one of the first Gulf countries

to normalise relations with Israel.

[3C]

1. straddle /'straedl/ v. to exist within, or include, different periods of time, activities or groups of people #%#%,
& (REEA, FFHRFER) ; AET (KREF)
#): Children of immigrants are often straddling two cultures known as bicultural straddling.
B RO FZT 2w IFEARRAA LA, A A
2. autocracy /2:'ta:krasi/ n. a country that is ruled by one person who has complete power 2 # H % ; +
#E K

[#4]
1. punch above its weight : to be or try to be more successful than others in doing something that normally requires
more skill, experience, money, etc. than you have #2 % K AZEUE; VAN K
8] : Croatia punches above its weight when it comes to football. It has a population of under 5 million, but came
second in the World Cup.

BRI @, LFRTRELT. CATRLS007, 18R E#FARHSLF =,

[kxa]

Although its GDP per person exceeds that of Britain or France, it is often seen as part of the global south and is a hub
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for Indian and African businesses, making it the Singapore of the Middle East.

&) ¥ £F 394 it is often seen as part of the global south and is a hub for Indian and African businesses, & #: €
RS R — 3y, R AR T kA S

H P, for Indian and African businesses 4 B B & &, 5462 hub, &R : FFEFIEMF LY (F.O)

Although its GDP per person exceeds that of Britain or France A it F k&, EH: KE LAY GDP &L T R E ik

making it the Singapore of the Middle East 74 R K&, & A : LN F & 6987 ik

B, B d ARKRHY T, BAKE
As a consequence, the UAE is prospering even as war B 5 4 AR B AT IAE, FTER
rages in the Middle East and superpower rivalry unravels | sz s a2 9 5 oz 693 6 2 e iE
the world. The non-oil economy is growing at nearly 6% | ,;; & & 35 gosag iz B BRK, R LEESE
a year, a rate that India is enjoying but that the TR, 2HFER—mA LR
West—and these days even China—can only dream of. | 2 wm—— 4 m4s 4 i, [E P
Talent and wealth are flocking to the country, as Chinese A, FELAT. REMITEEA®
traders, Indian tycoons, Russian billionaires and Western | s sg 4= 22 2 2 & g5 2 50 % 5 . AT Falt
bankers alike seek stability and success. Last year it | = @@z AE R, S5 HhiEH. %
attracted more foreign investment for greenfield projects FotP S, TR MG R LY

than anywhere except America, Britain and India. SEBEARTT EHAEATE R

(3]

/

to continue in a violent way & 2\ 34k 41 2L 8RS

1. rage /rexdz/ v. |

8] : A debate is raging over kids and screen time.

—% X T 3T Ae B AL B B 18] 69 #3981 A 9 AL AT

2. unravel /an'raevl/ v. to start to fail or no longer stay together as a whole f&4&; A 3; R
#]: His government began to unravel because of a banking scandal

R b BT & T —AL & Gk A1 W IT 46 B A#F

3. flock /fla:k/ v. |79 %

4

R GMAT] |%57‘f| to go or gather together somewhere in large numbers 2f % ; R % ;

#]: Thousands of people flocked to the beach this weekend.
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A KA ILF AR E] T e
4. tycoon /tar'ku:n/ n. a person who is successful in business or industry and has become rich and powerful (£ 3k
Fa9) K¥,

Ek, E¥

5. alike /a'lazk/ adv. |\7—‘7 R |Fé’-3 %| |%57‘f| You use alike after mentioning two or more people, groups, or things in order

to emphasize that you are referring to both or all of them. B Xu; R 43

#]: The techniques are being applied almost everywhere by big and small firms alike.

Tt fe KN 8] B & v 8], XA Z B IL-F AT A

6. greenfield /'gri:nfi:ld/ n. a greenfield project is one that lacks constraints imposed by prior work. The analogy is to
that of construction on greenfield land where there is no need to work within the constraints of existing buildings or
infrastructure. "4k 3030 B "R 35X A AT TAEMR AR E . IHIFHAEART AN LM LR T, RNEEZLAILA ZR

KA IR R H] T 4T,

Like Singapore, the UAE is a haven for its region. But Btk —HF, P AL R %0 K 4G 38

R ARHT Au 0 ME AL IE 2 A BRAL B 5K

whereas Singapore’s ascent coincided with a golden age

of globalisation, the UAE is seizing opportunity in a time
of chaos and disorder. It wants not just to thrive
economically but, more dangerously, to exert its political
influence abroad. Both its successes and its failures hold
lessons  for

middling powers as they navigate a

fragmenting world.

2R, W TR AP AR ELA A 69 A
WAZ T M, FIEHE A 2 & FER,
LA, CL A RIEBEH
o FTERH 8 m7) 5 R ILARMBAT F 5 3%
B XA A B ATA R B R

[#3C]

1. haven /'hewn/ n. |GMAT1 |~? /\| |>}I£ &

FEMMT PRI EAEAT

2. exert /1g'z3:rt/ v. |Vﬂé}i i

1% A0

GMAT| |%Wr| to use power or influence to affect somebody/something i f ; £

a place that is safe and peaceful where people or animals are protected

#]: As ever, the Europeans would exert more moral influence if they acted in unison.

g —#, e RBNATH—BAE, ML akie 2 KAiE

3 AL

3. middling /'midlin/ ad]. of average size, quality, status, etc. (K/Iv, /M. HzF) PHE L, L@ay, FF

] : The tax affects 40 million people on middling incomes.

XA B 0f 4 000 77 69 F FJANF
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4. fragment /'freegment/ v. |V_L7é71

2, wg, »Y
#]: The dangers of fragmenting the health service.

& I ARAEIR 50 A 7 AT 89 JE 1

2023/12/01

|GMAT| |%5Fr| to break or make something break into small pieces or parts ({#) #

One lesson is to play to your economic strengths. The
UAE has had its share of economic embarrassments,
notably Dubai’s debt-fuelled construction binge, which
ended in crisis and a bail-out in 2009. An obsession with
the blockchain has faded. But in other areas it has made
the most of its advantages, to impressive effect. The
operators of its vast ports now run sites from London and
Luanda to Mumbai and Manila. DP World, one such firm,
handles roughly a tenth of all global shipping-container
traftic. Masdar, one of the world’s biggest clean-energy
developers, has ploughed money into everything from
wind farms in Texas to solar plants in Uzbekistan. All
told, the UAE is now one of the biggest investors in
Africa, helping build vital infrastructure across the

capital-starved continent.

B2 —RRFEAFOEFRY, FTE
HELE R IBFEE, LELwHEL
B4 RIBTF KSR, 4R AE 2009 514
NS, TAFRF KB, 3K bbby
Fo ik LEH R, ALK, A
FATaTHRY, RIFTEAFZR
ZIE R, Mo, FREFFHKAL
Rin, AABB o ETHINAHLLD
B o i HIRHB S/ 5] (DP World)#t A2 iX
H—Rnd, REFLHKATHIZ—8
HiE B E FAE . BT A R (Masdar) & #
FERRGFFRBTFABZ—, K&
SIERT N 69 Ay R 3% B B2k 5 s ie
BRMEERE ), HAERTEHZNT
XERXE. EmBZ, MEHALELIF
MR KB THZ—, WHEZXANT

Bt 2z 09 Kk b8 & &9 L ahikatk.

[3C]

1. binge /bindz/ n. a short period of time when somebody does too much of a particular activity,

especially eating or drinking alcohol (42EF il #9) JE#EF, FHRAMER, KL KB

2. bail-out /'berlast/ n. an act of giving money to a company, a foreign country, etc. that has very serious financial

problems % 2 W B 4% B

3. blockchain :

a distributed database that maintains a continuously-growing list of data records hardened against

tampering and revision X 3k4k: —F# oM XEIEE, CHP —MFEERKGFIETEI L, HiEEE A5
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4. capital-starved : a situation where an individual, business, or entity lacks sufficient financial capital or funding to
meet its needs, pursue opportunities, or sustain its operations W& &2 : #EANAL Dok R F RIS XS0 £ AR
ARTERBRAAETR, FRNAREHFEZTHHEL

(4% & 4k]

1. DP World : DP World is a company which owns port terminals around the world. It has a portfolio of more than 65
marine terminals across six continents, including new developments underway in India, Africa, Europe and the Middle
East. i¥ FFIRERAB 5 4]
DP World (& AFIRHREH /0 68]) £ —FAELRMA B KNG, 7N ALK RMNMAARL 65 NEE
Ak, QIEEAE. dEM . BAe P RBATHH T AAL .
2. Masdar : Masdar, also known as the Abu Dhabi Future Energy Company, is a renewable energy company based in
Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates. 2 ik R\ )

B K AR 8] IARFT A JLIL R R AR IR N 8], R—K T HAEMRN S, LI RAEMEMAKEE KEFA L,

B— 5% AKGINEAF  FTEHF R
H 100 77 ARA, FHEKE S HAEAIK
B Ko HR LA A AHZ R M
A EZ L DA A R BRI
R 5| F AL, the B KAEZEIER L
WX AEL, RMBEFNEETEAT
A —NRABRE NG EEETZ
H, 2019 FiR A2 BT X H F Lk
AERBET KIEGR; VRALET
AR iR R A, KA T8 3 K [ T A
Mo KA AR AGAEAS, WIR TS AR
o i G AR R 8 1 A T 3248 VT At A AR
A=A

Another lesson is to welcome foreign talent. With just 1m
locals, the UAE needs lots of both highly skilled and
low-skilled migrants. And the world is full of go-ahead
people hoping to make their fortunes. Whereas Saudi
Arabia is resorting to heavy-handed measures to attract
expertise, such as requiring regional offices to be set up in
the country, the UAE focuses on making itself a more
attractive place to live and do business. A golden-visa
scheme set up in 2019 offers professionals long-term
residency; a select few can even apply for citizenship, once
unheard of in the Gulf. In time Saudi Arabia, which is just
starting to wean its economy off oil, may become a serious

rival.

[#C]
1. go-ahead /'gau shed/ adj. willing to try new ideas, methods, etc. and therefore likely to succeed # #t BUS 49 ; H F

AT AP By
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1] : Fairview Estate is one of the oldest and the most go-ahead wine producers in South Africa.
“MxER” AHIEN L REA. REQHAFATOBRBTHZ —.
2. heavy-handed / hevi 'haendid/ adj. using unnecessary force 7% #% 89 ; & /&89
#1: A heavy-handed approach from the police could undo that good impression.
R0 TR F B AT AL A B A .
3. golden-visa : A Golden Visa is a type of immigration program that allows individuals to acquire a residence permit
or citizenship in a foreign country. % & £1E & — A Rt X, AHFARGFINEGEE 5T AR F D
4. unheard /an'h3:rd/ adj. If you describe spoken comments or pieces of music as unheard, you mean that most
people are not familiar with them because they have not been expressed or performed in public. 7~ % A% &9; AT
A 8y
#]: The practice is not unheard of within publishing groups.
T — ik A Sk B A BRI AT AT A I 69 F
[#4]
1. wean off : to make somebody gradually stop doing or using something 1% i #f &k (38 FARH -+ )
#]: The doctor tried to wean her off sleeping pills.

E AR R AL A R HT 5 IR A RIS A .

B— A X BARAGERE, F 5 B LA
In a fragmented world, many countries will be looking for EIRAEARES L RERRGY &

new ways to play on the global stage. The UAE shows the | sz oz 2 5= 7 A 4942 VLR

promise that lies ahead—and the perils, too. A
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1) XFEZRM

[>$%k%ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁk%
»PTEL T B T koI 12 B R8T E % B

> 7a et 2 eH I B NPT ER B SR Pl ke B 3K

> T ER R BTk 8 5 1R
o ( EEBE H > AT R F R K
98 3| I3k A Follt B

> PTER B TR S 608 UIRE T HLE

TS KIE B B MR FI R
>R shE A, HERIIZARGBKR

@ [ PREHERHERE, WEEBREIKKSSF
| FPFIEREE N T RERESFELE b

o RERB

2) AXH#®
v 2R B ATE
fractured
How to thrive in a fractured world
o AT 255 AR B AT A b IR
fragmented
Both its successes and its failures hold lessons for middling powers as they navigate a

fragmenting world.

FTERE 69k 20 5 RIAMEAT F 558 B 2 XS0 S AT F B .

KA. broken/disunited/disintegrating

%] : The broken financial system will weaken the transmission from monetary easing to the

economy.

IR B AT O B RRAR R KR35 T A 2t 42 569 4% AR A
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v R

prosper
the UAE is prospering even as war rages in the Middle East and superpower rivalry unravels
the world.

PP 2 F R K, BAKEWTEFLSER0 M BATOIE, MERIRAERS
thrive

It wants not just to thrive economically

FTEK'@J-T”{XP%”H 2R A %

R A flourish/boom

1#]: The arts began to flourish at that time.
CRRMARE F 55 %6,

3) —HA%E L
v’ rage

v’ X F /R &) : even as war rages in the Middle East B4 ¥ F &% K4 %

v B
@ to continue in a violent way & AL 3t 4k 4 ; A 4T
A debate is raging over kids and screen time.
— 3 K T 3T Ao A R B R GG #F96 E A SO AT .
@ to show that you are very angry about something or with somebody, especially by
shouting X %&; B F
He raged against the injustice of it all.
X —3 NN IEAE A KR K,
@ (of anillness, a fire, etc. &%« KX %) to spread very quickly if ¥ 2 ; Heig 8%
Forest fires were raging out of control.

HAHRKKERZFEE, LEEH
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@ to go out and enjoy yourself 5~ AN A B B E4E R

After a week of hard work, Sarah decided to rage on the weekend, hitting the dance floor with
friends and enjoying the lively atmosphere of the club.

it — B e9% ) TAE, Sarah k& RRFIERR, Faf AN —ARKFTHE, TMHEK

389 F R 2 Ao

v' unravel
v X F /R E): superpower rivalry unravels the world #248 K B &9 5% 4 459 47

BAT

v B
@ to start to fail or no longer stay together as a whole ##4k; A3 ; E#
His government began to unravel because of a banking scandal
T &9 BUR 8 T —A2 & &k A f FF 45 LR
@ if you unravel threads that are twisted, woven or knitted, or if they unravel, they become
separated (FBERRAE—LWHER) BT, FK, BF
| unravelled the string and wound it into a ball.
RACLLT I H L — A 3o
@ to explain something that is difficult to understand or is mysterious; to become clearer or
easier to understand F#; HLU; BiF; TRALHE
The discovery will help scientists unravel the mystery of the Ice Age.

X — R IFA BT A5 RABF ok 69 B AL,
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v BREREET

vV XFERE:

Both its successes and its failures hold lessons for middling powers as they navigate a
fragmenting world. One lesson is to play to your economic strengths. The UAE has had its share
of economic embarrassments, notably Dubai’ s debt-fuelled construction binge, which ended
in crisis and a bail-out in 2009 --- Another lesson is to welcome foreign talent. With just 1m

locals, the UAE needs lots of both highly skilled and low-skilled migrants--+

ET
Both its successes and its failures hold lessons for=++ & & 2 5 %k K AR1E1F--- 15 K
One lessonisto *++ 23 —& -

Another lessonisto =+ B — &% 5%

v BB
Both the Apollo program ’ s successes and its failures hold lessons for future ambitious
endeavors in space exploration. One lesson is to celebrate collaboration and international
cooperation. The Apollo program, which successfully landed humans on the moon, showcased
the power of nations working together towards a common goal. Another lesson is to prioritize
safety and meticulous planning. Tragically, the Apollo 1 incident, where three astronauts lost
their lives in a spacecraft fire during a pre-launch test, emphasized the critical importance of

thorough safety protocols and rigorous testing.

V GEEL—RAE T L EERER T
Tk 3 0y S Ae K MR B AR XK T HB AR 6978 28R 5 & 3L
G —RANCFOREN ST, TLFFHFRT AR GEFERKABKES, BiE
T AR,
B — GBI A BRIREITAERAIITE R o T )37 5 AL & Ae 303 A 3 TR Bk R R 69
BRABOTHE LT EXE L,
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5) FALIEE L

A8 T M—BIEEH
1. diplomat INE
2. the multipolar age % M4,
3. autocracy FHEXR
4. ally BA
5. trading partner R 5 Ak A
6. greenfield project 4300 H
7. foreign investment NEE
8. bail-out %2 B B
9. infrastructure A ik sk
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