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Chinese business abroad
L RE RN
Soap power
R RI8 /1 &
A producer of steamy micro-series proves a surprise hit in

America

PGB RF R AR E B B ST

it B : The Economist November 25" 2023 edition Business

A show called “Never Divorce a Secret Billionaire | __ B G HAFT A Fd BT %8 25

Heiress” dives head first into a seedy melee of passion Y& ) A T R £ T e T R Y KA R EL
and betrayal. Within the first 30 seconds of the | g BB, XA AL 55 B FEHEK
micro-series, which consists of 55 two-minute episodes, B TFRAT 308, WK T —/A 8
a woman named Joyce is forced to give her husband’s FAF IS A K T L £ HE4ah 4 4

lover a blood transfusion in order to save the mistress’s | 4vio 4 b s f | 77 VAP R T £ 2224
life. The first ten minutes depict coerced marriages, TEAR . 4 3% Fo b A R B AT H . KR4S

inheritance battles and sundry infidelities. The storyline Bl ER P REE, UL EERLED

is choppy and nearly impossible to follow. To say the | £ = sy 2 RRH AL TT T

acting is hammy would be generous.

[3C]
1. steamy /'sti:mi/ adj. sexually exciting and slightly shocking 1% # &. 1% &9
#]: He'd had a steamy affair with an office colleague.
W Fa JNE B —AFF A T — B R IBIN .
2. seedy /'si:di/ adj. dirty and unpleasant, possibly connected with bad or illegal activities ATAz 89; 7 £ A&
8 BIRRE A, TR

8] : a seedy bar
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3. melee /'meiler/ n. a situation in which a crowd of people are rushing or pushing each other in a confused way ¥
s RELGAF
5] : Several people were hurt in the melee 3F JUMNAERE T T T %o
4. transfusion /trans'fju:zn/ n. the process of putting blood from one person’s body into the body of someone else as
a medical treatment #i iz
#1: A blood transfusion saved his life.
B AT He G £
5. coerce /kaw'3:rs/ v. to force somebody to do something by using threats 7%38 ; Mrif; ig4f
#]: She hadn’t coerced him in any way.
Yo IR AEAT 77 XsRia e,
<) XL ##%> force
6. sundry /'sandri/ adj. various; not important enough to be named separately 2237 9
#]: a watch, a diary and sundry other items
—F k., — ARl dfb— R RENE G
7. infidelity / infr'delati/ n. the act of not being faithful to your wife, husband or partner, by having sex
with somebody else (K FZ R AFAB B 89) R&ATH; B
7] : marital infidelity
XA 69 7R 8 Ik
8. choppy /'tfa:pi/ adj. (of a style of writing 3_4&) containing a lot of short sentences and changing topics
too often INE T 49 ; X & Ay
%] : Using too many simple sentences can make your writing choppy and dull and too many long sentences can make it
difficult to follow your ideas.
AKX % R8T R BB BT 44, A2k, K 560K o Sk x A AR 69 1k,
9. hammy /'haemi/ ad]. (of a style of acting & & M 4%) artificial or exaggerated #4689 ; i k&
[553E A Lk ik ]
1. micro-series : A micro-series (also microseries) is an extremely short episodic television programming narrative
sponsored by an advertiser. #2/4
2. dive into : to start or join in something without hesitating, or with enthusiasm # A\ : 2 7~ J 7% 3 3 34 1 #7945 &
R S

]+ Artists must be ready to dive into the unknown.

@ Stella FIERPT @



The Economist - QIEEEEEERI, EHSEEHA! 5023/11/28
ER R LI EAF AR IR

% B AT VA — A~ % A ReelShort #9 2 )
FE R LA TUT 3 A6y B 2 B, X 2 B
B (BT FHL RGN ELFE) 4o
CAFag LMY o m RARTR B R K #AE,
AR IE % . ReelShort # /& F COL, iX A& —
FAL T AT FHMRER, X &85 £
W COL /& Ao A48 & .69 F 4 S et B 5)

(Crazy Maple Studio) &9 & FAAR B & 47
A8 B AR A AE e ) A 69 B B A 7 G
a9,

American viewers can tune in to dozens of similar
rapid-fire dramas, with titles such as “The Double Life
of My Billionaire Husband” and “Son-in-Law’s
Revenge”, on an app called ReelShort. If it all seems a
bit foreign, then that is because it is. ReelShort is
owned by COL Group, a digital publisher based in
Beijing. Some of its shows are adapted by Chinese
teams at COL’s Californian subsidiary, Crazy Maple
Studio, from Chinese scripts that were first written and

produced for audiences in China.

[3C]
1. rapid-fire / reepid 'farar/ adj. (of questions, comments, etc.[¥] # . #F1& %) spoken very quickly, one after the other
HERIEMG; R
]+ Yul listened to their sophisticated, rapid-fire conversation.
TR THANE b, RS —F 3K,
2. adapt /a'daept/ v. to change a book or play so that it can be made into a play, film, television drama, etc.® % ; &5

8] : Three of her novels have been adapted for television.

Wty K BN AR RR AT H

3. subsidiary /sab'sidieri/ n. |7~ 48/ % /#.43/GRE/ & /\‘ a business company that is owned or controlled by another

larger company M /& 28] 3 F 8]
%] : She’s working for an overseas subsidiary of the company.
Yot 8] 0 b T 8] TAR
(451
1. tune in : to listen to a radio programme or watch a television programme #%%7 Clk&FHL/ %5 B) ; JAF (2R
)
1#]: Don't forget to tune in to our special election programme this evening.

ARE T KA SRAMGSTEAFAT B .
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That does not stop Americans from lapping them up. | 1g ;% F AR EB AN TAGEE, 11 A
On November 11th ReelShort briefly surpassed | 11 g . ReelShort 43 %7 A48 4% TikTok, % ¥
TikTok to become the most popular entertainment app PEEGRATE YRR PR T AR
in Apple’s American App Store. According to Sensor | 4z w12 \ 5] Sensor Tower #9 Gt it E 8

Tower, a data firm, it has been downloaded almost 2m —ANAY A TSR 200 Bk

times in the past month. COL’s market value has more | 5 11 g7 % coL WA T —% %
than doubled since the start of November, to 22bn HH] 20 AART (HE3010EL) .

yuan ($3bn).

(3]

1. surpass /sar'paes/ v. |7~ B /1% B/ 48 /% o )& /\‘ to do or be better than somebody/something #23if; MEit; &

F
5]+ Its success has surpassed all expectations.
C BT BAF 69 s T T T AR T FAHR
<[5 L% #> beyond
[4:%]
1. lap up : to accept or receive something with great pleasure, without thinking about whether it is good, true or
sincere (RAed B3b) KT
]+ It's a terrible movie but audiences everywhere are lapping it up.

IR E ), T ERHWARIFAZEE,

Apps that trace their roots to China have become wildly | £k, BT+ Bay g A5 £ £ EH K
popular in America in recent years. The cheap products | 3K, Shein #= Temu _E 4% &9 &M~
sold by Shein and Temu have found deep markets in | sb/2 % B A &R K49 T %, TikTok £ £ &
America, as have video elips created by TikTok’s mostly | 81 % 7 B K &9 Bl P FI4/F 69 AL3048 R ALK
Western users. ReelShort builds on earlier Crazy Maple | A% H. ReelShort & £+ &5 -F#14F

apps, such as Chapters (a story-game launched in 2017, | K& AAL a9k mh L S A k49, b

which lets readers choose their own adventure) and Kiss | /118, 4% Chapters (2017 <4 i 69 )15 75

(which offers a wide selection of romance and mystery | %%, ikiEE BN E B Z3R) 4= Kiss

stories, and now ranks 14th in the App Store’s books | (KEZiRZALLEAE, BT AR
category). The trend contradicts the idea that Chinese | E#IR B X P HL F 1412) » X —#
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cultural products do not translate well for Western | # 5 “ v EH 4L & s N8 A 0 77 K A3

audiences. 7 B B AR .

[3C]
1. trace /trers/ v. to find the origin or cause of something i& #]; & %
%] : She could trace her family tree back to the 16th century.
Rt de Ax KGN E] 16 B,

<) L% #> track down

2. clip /klip/ n.

NI AR A E /\‘ a short part of a film that is shown separately =% ;i £

18] : Here is a clip from her latest movie.
XA iR AR F Y R B
3. contradict / ka:ntra'dikt/ v. to say that something that somebody else has said is wrong, and that the opposite is
true R ; BUF; MR
8] : You've just contradicted yourself (= said the opposite of what you said before).
RIS HARRIF 3Lag A AaF A .
[Ksga ]

ReelShort builds on earlier Crazy Maple apps, such as Chapters (a story-game launched in 2017, which lets readers

choose their own adventure) and Kiss (which offers a wide selection of romance and mystery stories, and now ranks
14th in the App Store’s books category).

&) F 89 £-F 3% 4 : ReelShort builds on earlier Crazy Maple apps, & % & : ReelShort & &4+ I3 F A4 & 89 52
AL B 6 Homh b 5 de R 6y

such as Chapters (a story-game launched in 2017, which lets readers choose their own adventure) and Kiss (which
offers a wide selection of romance and mystery stories, and now ranks 14th in the App Store’s books category). 7 & &
=%

H ¥ which lets readers choose their own adventure #= which offers a wide selection of romance and mystery stories,
and now ranks 14th in the App Store’s books category # 7 Z &M 8], 144% Chapters #= Kiss, &Z4A]2: (2017
FAd QBRI R L EFERBAMNE Bk, KRG AEHEE, BATAL AR EORABS X FHLF

14 1%

ReelShort has followed a path trodden by other Chinese apps | ReelShort & 692 — & H 4e F EH & A

in America. For a start, it uses a business model that first | 2 5 /£ £ B A 69% . B L, CARH
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succeeded in China. During the covid-19 pandemic, when
cinemas were closed, many big film studios began instead to
produce micro-series. Local apps such as Miyou Short Drama
and the state-backed Hema Theatre offer viewers many
episodes of a series free of charge and then ask them to pay
often as little as one yuan to watch further instalments.
Viewers, most of whom are blue-collar workers, often end up
forking over the equivalent of a cinema ticket to complete the
series, says Malik Naibi of Duke 65, a social-media marketing
agency. ReelShort has brought this concept, and the
storylines for some of its Chinese shows, to its target

audience in America: middle-aged women.

TEY B AT R E LA X, £
AKFATEIN, €HEXA, FF K
AERF AT RIS FAERE R,
Miyou %2 &= & BUIT X+ 49 Hema %
P F A AL %3 @) WX R A
ZREGR, KRB ERUMN AT BT
RE—THTRAERNET— 5. X
YEAR 45N 5] Duke 65 #9 5 F) -4
b (Malik Naibi) #r, K% HHAXA
B, HANMRAREEIAME TE
EMHERRTENA AL,
ReelShort iX — 4% X A3 9 F H 4
W E I E BT F oA

)24
v
1Y

[#C]
1. tread /tred/ v. to walk somewhere 74 ; F47; A&
1] : Few people had trod this path before.

VART IR A % I A& 5%

2. instalment /in'stao:Imant/ n. one of the parts of a story that appears regularly over a period of time in a

newspaper, on television, etc. (RFEH DHLEY) — T

#]: Now for the second instalment of our exclusive three-part series.
A A BAVR R R = BALE G F — S,

[#&1]

(eMELA) —%

1. fork over : to give money to someone or something, or spend money on something 4 (4] ; &% (%)

] : The arena won’t be finished until private donors fork over more money.

WEHEHRFHT R ZOMAIRINT AR

Second, like other Chinese-linked apps that are popular in

£k, HREAEEZBERITOS T E XK

K 4% F—#E, ReelShort XA 474
AL R o Crazy Maple W 3k % A 32 & F
H, BI#, PTERANETRSFEAZ

America, ReelShort does not advertise its Chinese roots.
The Crazy Maple website makes no mention of China.

Similarly, Temu, which is owned by PDD, one of China’s

@ Stella FIERPT
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biggest e-commerce groups, describes itself as being | —H % ZE T 49 Temu . A AR E “ L
“founded in Boston”. TikTok, whose owner, ByteDance, is | T:& 441" . TikTok V2 & T .5 3% £ 4k

based in Beijing, and Shein, which was founded in China | % 45 F 3k3), # Shein W&k =T+ H

and relies on Chinese garment-makers, have both moved | & #i ¥ B IR K #:& 5, 125 KN\ 3] #F

their headquarters to Singapore. E o BRI AE # AR o

(3]
1. garment /'ga:rmant/ n. a piece of clothing (—#) RJk
] : a strange shapeless garment that had once been a jacket
J K LA PR B9 TR R TS B — PR AR

<[] XL #-4%> clothing

2. headquarters /'hedkwa:rtarz/ n. “EJ é&/}’\é’&/?‘?fﬁ‘ a place from which an organization or a military operation is

controlled; the people who work there %3 ; E /N 3]; K AE; 543
8] : The firm’s headquarters is/are in London.
o> 8] B BRIR A o
[Kksa]l
TikTok, whose owner, ByteDance, is based in Beijing, and Shein, which was founded in China and relies on Chinese

garment-makers, have both moved their headquarters to Singapore.

&) F 69 £F &% 4 : TikTok and Shein have both moved their headquarters to Singapore. & %2 : TikTok #= Shein #f
o B BRI AR A A

whose owner, ByteDance, is based in Beijing #= which was founded in China and relies on Chinese garment-makers #F
A RIEIE), 5 A545 TikTok #= Shein, & &5 A& (TikTok) J2/& T & 3R AT F 7365 ; Shein N & =

T B P B IR R

The apps have something else in common—they have all | ;3 w5 m A — AR S —— e R
targeted foreign markets in part to get around challenges | % v 7 s %, Y RERNT B E
in China. Although Shein and Temu sought their luck HF k. &R Shein 4= Temu A
abroad from their inception, that may be in part because —FFE A B F KB, 1230 R
the domestic market has been looking weak. T R B AT — Ak

COL’s bet on America, too, may be a response to problems

at home. By the end of February Chinese censors had COL f % B &) 33 & ~T AL A3 BH N F
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purged the web of 1.4m micro-series episodes and shut | & E D E, MEZHAK, FEGF
down 2,420 mini-shows deemed to be explicit or vulgar. | T L2 FIR T 140 7 & W & HUE
America has no government censors—and explicit | F1¥4& T 2420 N A E B HAKAS 49
vulgarity may be a selling-point. HARE EBERABRFE, EF K
A B E R R T £ 5

[3C]
1. inception /in'sepfn/ n. the start of an institution, an organization, etc. (#UHM]. 0215 49) FF 3%, 4145
%] : The club has grown rapidly since its inception in 2007.
EAME R A A 2007 F ok 2 Ak R R,
2. censor /'sensar/ n. a person whose job is to examine books, films, etc. and remove parts that are considered to be
offensive or a political threat ($#. ©#F)) FE R, &%
] : Happily, the ancient censors were not quite thorough enough.

AR, HHAH B IH AR AR

3. purge /p3:rdz/ v. ‘ﬁﬁ . /3643 /GRE/ & /\‘ to make yourself/somebody/something pure, healthy or clean by getting

rid of bad thoughts or feelings #1L (W . RAF) ; %% (FH)

) : Nothing could purge the guilt from her mind.

o S B IR R TR R A

4. deem /di:m/ v. to have a particular opinion about somebody/something iK% ; #%; #8143
%] : The evening was deemed a great success.

K FINA XKL IEF R o

<) L% #> consider

ki %/#ﬁ#%/GRE/%;Eﬁ‘ language or pictures that are explicit describe or show sex or

violence very clearly (%M RFENWiEST R @) FWEFTH

#]: sexually explicit scenes in films and books.

wHABETERTOA R

6. vulgar /'valgar/ adj. not having or showing good taste; not polite, pleasant or well behaved J&45 69 ; #4569 ; $L%F
) AR

%] : vulgar decorations

16 B AB- 209 A

7. vulgarity /val'gaerati/ n. the fact of being rude or not having good taste; a rude object, picture, etc. /& 15; #.%F; F

@ Stella FIERPT
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7] : She was offended by the vulgarity of their jokes.
HEATTAR HeHLAB- 6 K 5 AL I Ky T B
(451
1. get around : to deal with a problem successfully s Xt 4+; Mk AR
7] A clever lawyer might find a way of getting round that clause.

% B 69 )T AL 34 A8 R B R AR R Ak a ik

@ Stella FIERPT
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&
B

1) XFRM

NG

2) AXH#
v LA

viewer

(PSR IRHS, ES IR TR EI AR E
»EEMARIEReel S hor IR F ISR E)
_>£§—ﬁﬁﬂ%$ o E Bl BACU TF Y Bl A e 4w

> Reel S hore B 29 e 5-3< E AL A 77 JE P R 2 3R 3 i 4% G AL A
FRLRAEY TR EIFEIR 200 TR
B 17 AFpeAR, COLHTEBT —&H=

L FRFPPEHEZARFELBRRIRILG

FRA TS ERAT A D AT AL K
> 3B E N R AR T B AR ATAS ok B AR IR
» FBLABESINATIH 2O B 5

» B3 oh B TS Y Pk

FEINIFRAICE, B4 RE TR BDANAH —EIER
FeEBEANTEEREDIR
rFEAEHDREANSREZBRMAT RA

American viewers can tune in to dozens of similar rapid-fire dramas...

F B AT VAL —AN 4% H) ReelShort 89 5 A AZ B LIk A TU+ 3 069 Be 22 2.

audience

...Chinese cultural products do not translate well for Western audiences.

P E AL S TR AE A B T K AR

H A spectator

#]:  The new football stadium will hold 75 000 spectators.

ARG

v i

depict

A% 222 75 000 & WL AX o

@ Stella FIERPT
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The first ten minutes depict coerced marriages...
AT bRt T R F5% 4 BRIA...
describe

...describes itself as being “founded in Boston”...
e BARE R T .
HAL: portray

1#]: He was one of the first to portray animals from the New World.

Ho 2 R TR RN AZ—,

3) —#% X

v' adapt

v\ X /)7 4 : Some of its shows are adapted by Chinese teams at COLs Californian

v

subsidiary, Crazy Maple Studio... X343 A| 2 & COL & MmA|43 R L6 -F 2 3]

Wt Z 3 ( Crazy Maple Studio ) #9 % INGE R

B

(Dto change a book or play so that it can be made into a play, film, television drama, etc. &

h; AE

Three of her novels have been ~ for television.

Wby K DL P A TR EAT B

@to change something in order to make it suitable for a new use or situation &%, &3}

These styles can be adapted to suit individual tastes.

X XAETT LU, VAE R ANATRE 24,

@ to change your behaviour in order to deal more successfully with a new situation £ &
(HH L)

It's amazing how soon you ~.

XL ARMER T, ARLLSANRF

instalment
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v X ¥ )7 4 : ..then ask them to pay often as little as one yuan to watch further
instalments. ...2A 6 & KM F B IABFKE—TF A LA T —
%,

v B
(@ one of the parts of a story that appears regularly over a period of time in a newspaper,
on television, etc. (RFHEHRNHE) —F; (BAELAL) —%

Now for the second ~ of our exclusive three-part series.

AR BNV RIEH G ZE 0L %,

@ one of a number of payments that are made regularly over a period of time until
something has been paid for (5 FAf#a9) —HaM&

The final ~ on the loan is due next week.

A RIS — AR KT S22 A,

4) 5 5%
vV AR
vV XFERA:

Apps that trace their roots to China have become wildly popular in America in recent years.
The cheap products sold by Shein and Temu have found deep markets in America, as have
video clips created by TikTok’s mostly Western users. ReelShort builds on earlier Crazy Maple
apps, such as Chapters and Kiss. The trend contradicts the idea that Chinese cultural products
do not translate well for Western audiences.

vV @ BREIX:
...that trace their roots to ... have become wildly popular in recent years. #£5F%, &T...89...
L RTRE,
...have found deep markets in... A & .. 4FE8.. E.. A RKTH
The trend contradicts the idea that...do not translate well for... X —# %5 “ A . &1

o, & A8 1

v 5 BT
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Modern dragon boating racing that trace its root to traditional ones have become wildly
popular in recent years. Modern dragon boat racing with traditional elements has found deep
markets overseas. It builds on traditional Chinese dragon boat competitions. The trend
contradicts the idea that traditional Chinese culture does not translate well for Westerners.

v BEEL—MEERE ARG R

BEFR, RTERAFAREGOESTFETRAIT. BEARREBRAEGEBLETEA A
JTRET . XAYAT B ALY FESS A A AIEIG ARG A ak LAY A5l de b [ R 1A SRS,
X — AW G545 R A IR 6 A8

EE S

Dances that trace their roots to ancient and traditional ones have become wildly popular in
recent years. Dances with traditional singing styles have found deep markets in China. The
newly emerged dance builds on traditional dancing moves, for example, Chinese folk dances.
The trend contradicts the idea that traditional culture does not translate well for modern

audiences.

5) FTAALEL

A8 T A—2 B
1. micro-series tFa
2. episodes E X
3. rapid-fire dramas Bt X AL
4. scripts VAW
5. video clips FEALIN

@ Stella FIERPT @
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