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X
Demography
A 4t
Prematurely grey
HFRE
Large parts of Asia are getting old before they get rich. They

must start planning now
T RIS HX KRG L AT LIRTT 6 MAKR] T

it B : The Economist October 14th 2023 editon Leaders
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A bulge in a country’s working-age population is a
blessing. Lots of workers support relatively few children
and retired people. So long as the labour market can
absorb a surge of job-seekers, output per head will rise.
That can boost savings and investment, leading to higher
economic growth, more productivity gains and
developmental lift-off. Yet for countries that fail to seize
this opportunity, the results can be grim—as many

developing countries may soon discover.

[&C]
1. prematurely / pri:ma'tforli/, / pri:ma'torli/ adv. too soon i F3; A bt id-F3b
#]: Her hair became prematurely white.

WE Kk R LFREAT

2. bulge /bald3/ n.[GRE/[GMAT | A [# 2] a sudden temporary increase in the amount of something — i #7434 ; &

i

3. blessing /'blest/ n. [%£# [+ A] [i£48] something that is good or helpful 17 %¥; # £ F
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4. lift-off /'lzft 2:f/ n. the act of a rocket or helicopter leaving the ground and rising into the

air (JARE) M, £%, #%

5. grim /grim/ adj. [~4& |GMAT| |%5Fr| |5£€€| unpleasant and depressing & AT b A AE& 69

#]: We face the grim prospect of still higher unemployment.

A @6 E KL F it —F AR R AT .

HFE AP, FEHEAMZREHIL, 2021
Consider Thailand. It is rapidly greying. In 2021 the .65 % AV LR AR ALK 14%
share of Thais aged 65 or over hit 14%, a threshold that R —ANBERA R LB

1s often used to define an aged society. Soon Thailand | e b, REMAMEA A, HEAK
will, like Japan, South Korea and most Western 2%y EE—H, @S A G R Y
countries, see a dwindling supply of workers and, | g4 AR, e BRI, A A e
without extraordinary measures, flagging productivity | zz FKAE TR, A, SEAZSER
and growth. Yet unlike Japan and the rest, Thailand, TR A, REE 2021 FAHANLE >
with a GDP per person of just $7,000 in 2021, is not a BAEILH 7000 £, FAELEEAR. &

developed country. It has got old before it has got rich. kEhE, B HALE LG 0EF

When Japan had a similar portion of oldies, it was | z g+ FTHEEKRAREAFARW A
roughly five times richer than Thailand is today. fx
[C]

1. threshold /'6refhauld/ n. [>< 4| [GMAT] I%A‘?)ﬂ |Zﬁ ‘i’.| he level at which something starts to happen or have an effect

By s, ATdE &

2. dwindle /'dwindl/ v. GRE [GMAT [+ A [ 2| [t£48] to become gradually less or smaller (GZ#7) #y, T, %)

#%]: The group's support dwindled into insignificance.

XASE ARG L FR D BT e b

3. flag /fleeg/ v. to become tired, weaker or less enthusiastic &2 ; % 35; #F R R
8] : Her confidence had never flagged.

B DR NN - I

4. oldie /'avldi/ n. an old person or thing £ A ; 1HE4

@ Stella FIESPR @



The Economist - RESNE, —SEZWAILDSH 2023/10/20

XAFEARREN—KEF, ATHK
FEHLGER (AP HFHSZREFA)
REBBTHFRNEETT REF IR
FTEEANE S, TH, CHRILERFTEL
BNB| R AT FH A LIS T
B, REARNE, 5 RETEL®
FIRFRE, EFIAARSZHLM, O
B R0 I Aa 3E KA T AL AN KT
KTEBBREXGHAT F ANZHAAE
o MEZRGFHRANLERK=S
Z—, %2028 FALIs NE#HNAL R,

This is a big obstacle to Thailand’s future development.
To protect its ageing citizens, many of whom are poor,
Thailand’s government will have to spend more on health
care and pensions. This will make it harder to invest in
productivity-boosting skills and infrastructure. And
where Thailand goes, many developing countries will

follow. In Asia, where the problem is most advanced,

Indonesia and the Philippines are also likely to become

aged societies at lower income levels than was the case in

the rich world. Sri Lanka, where the average income is a

third lower than Thailand’s, will become aged by 2028.

(=]
1. productivity-boosting : that increase efficiency, output, or productivity 4&= % = 71 49
8] : The company introduced a productivity-boosting software.

N BINT —HARE A )

[(Kga]

In Asia, where the problem is most advanced, Indonesia and the Philippines are also likely to become aged societies at

lower income levels than was the case in the rich world.

&) F £ T3 % Indonesia and the Philippines are also likely to become aged societies, &% : B RG LfIEE R
LA TR I N EZ A&

In Asia A K&, &H: £

an American author who lives in Jerusalem » Bl424&, & 3L Nathan Thrall, &% : BEAEAIRKBHA W EBRMER
where the problem is most advanced A JEFRFI 2 EM A, At Asia, &H: (EBH) FIARSEE

at lower income levels than was the case in the rich world A K&, & H: BRAKPFIKTFEHERKEOHFELT

Countries that age before growing rich have failed to seize | KX g £ £ ¢ EH K & A XM EA 2 L
their demographic opportunity, or aged out of it too |8, & AE#iLiTt, EARNGFALE
rapidly, or suffered both problems. Between 1960 and | MANE] A, 1960 F £ 1996 F (B £ &%
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1996 (just before the Asian financial crisis), Thailand’s | LAVRKAT Y ) , FELZFAFH 7.5%
economy grew at an average annual rate of 7.5%. That | 493 E 3K, X —HFAAH L XA,

was impressive, but below Japan’s double-digit clip in its | 124K F B K& 54 R i 20 M2 400938 K
boom years. Meanwhile, thanks to improving life | £, SR, & THAIFFORSF
expectancy and other factors, Thailand has aged fast. The | L4 F &, #EZ#HLRZRE. &
share of oldsters in its population doubled, from 7% to | #F A 2 &9l £ 20 FAE T —&, A
14%, in two decades. It took Japan 24 years to undergo | 7%3% £ 14%. H AR T 24 4 % )5 7 F
the same change, America 72, and much of western | #49ZL, EER T 72 F, HEK KI5

Europe over a century. THET—AHa,

(=]
1. double-digit / dabl 'did31t/ adj. not less than 10 and not more than 99 %4z %%
%] Australia had 15 years of double-digit inflation.

MRANEA 15 518 ISR F 4 2 RHAZ S

2. clip /klzp/ n. |54 |%Wr| |Zﬁ/‘§‘| the pace, speed, or rate at which something is happening or has happened % & ;

1#] : Despite the challenges of the past year, the company has managed to grow at a decent clip, thanks to its innovative
products and strong customer base.
RELE—FBIETHLZIEK, Bd T L7 ROGE P ek, 2038 R AT R FIEK,

3. oldster /'avldstar/ n. an old person £ A ; #%

4. undergo / andar'gav/ v. |V-? A |GMAT| l% fz‘f| to experience something, especially a change or something

unpleasant 25, %% (T, RBROESF)
#]: At the same time, the city underwent dramatic demographic shifts.
SR, XRMTELEHTERGAD TR,

(4% 2 4k]
1. the Asian financial crisis : The Asian financial crisis was a period of financial crisis that gripped much of East Asia
beginning in July 1997 and raised fears of a worldwide economic meltdown due to financial contagion. Iz 4 &k &AL
LM EaRENARD 1997 F 7 AFERERLRIFSRE G —B R, IR T AN eREETHE

IR AR a9 12
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Pk HE A KAEAERLEFTEER
B, MAANGGHAARLAAFEANG—
F, mBEHNRE R, FPE—AAER
LR RRIOBERZ —, (22K A &
FORET GG IE Kk B, /£ 2020 FZATHY
THEHE, FPEMFHEKREN 6.6%.

Rapid ageing and slower growth are widespread in the
developing world. Vietnamese are about half as rich as
Thais and ageing even faster. India’s economy has
been one of the world’s fastest-growing, yet not as
tast as Thailand’s during its boom. In the decade to

2020 India grew at an average annual rate of 6.6%.

[3C]

1. widespread /'wardspred/ adj. IV—? é&l |rS? %| |%Wr| existing or happening over a large area or among many people %*

ey Liwaey; T2
8] : The plan received widespread support throughout the country.

ERARFE T 2 EH LR L.

—NEER R, FHFRADBEGERE
AT HH RS EIEK, PR T ALK T
AHWIAERIFHIET AN fads
i (Narendra Modi) #9415 T, EFEMA
—ANE K. FROEA, ZEBTA TR
B AT R, &7 AR F K F M
Lk pk IR, BAERH AT B AR

One conclusion is that countries with a working-age
bulge need to wring more growth out of it. India may
never have a better chance than the present. Under
Narendra Modi it has a strong, pro-business
government, which is likely to win re-election next year.
There is a consensus on the measures, including

privatisation and looser foreign-investment rules, that

.. AL o
could raise its growth rate. ]
[3C]
1. re-election / ri: 1'lek|n/ n. the process of electing somebody again to the same position &it, Tit; HRKTiL

2. consensus /kan'sensas/ n. GMAT] |m %| |%57‘f| an opinion that all members of a group agree with —# & IL; i3

3. privatisation / praivata'zeiln/ n. the act of selling a business or an industry so that it is no longer owned by the

government fAH fL; FAEL

[#4]
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1. wring ... out of : to obtain something from somebody with difficulty, especially by putting pressure on them A -4t
T FE e AT
1] : Buyers use different ruses to wring free credit out of their suppliers.

F F ANV T AR R AR Ak 5 R AR 2R B BRI .

AR E, RETERERZR TR
Frdb A AT R] . A B R E SR
SHE, QAERGRRSE . 02K
FewmTg, AKRPUERETRER
B, Mg A BERFHRAILS
i) Al S tb, AT B %) R F
LM FH N SHE; EFE, JH
NG FALR T 24%, & &K
FHRFE—F, LR SR
FRAD LA, H B BT RZIHE—A
FR: ML FRAEF K, 22 A
Ehohtb T MBEAERTARZ, ALAE
2 F RN 55

Another conclusion is that developing countries need to
start planning for old age earlier. They should reform their
pension systems, including by raising retirement ages.
They should nurture financial markets, providing options
tfor long-term saving and health insurance. They should
create conditions for well-regulated private social care.
And they should try harder to increase female participation
in the labour force; in India it is a wretched 24%, half the

global average. Getting more women into jobs would

extend the demographic dividend and help deal with the

fact that women live longer than men, but tend to have

more meagre savings and pensions, and so are vulnerable

in old age.

[3C]

1. nurture /'n3:rtfor/ v. [£ 51 5 A [12] fe48] to help somebody/something to develop and be successful k4% ;

o, A H

%] : Instead of nurturing a dwindling trade, this could have the opposite effect.
RKHE—ANZEHNT S, XETREZEREA.

2. wretched /'retf1d/ adj. making you feel sympathy or making you sad T4 89; K69
#): She finally agreed to have the wretched animal put down.

R G Bl & R 45 RZAT ety 5 dh 69 £ o s

3. dividend /'dividend/ n. |GMAT1 |%Eﬁ| |{,— /\| |ﬁ{‘3| an amount of the profits that a company pays to people who

own shares in the company 241 ; A% & ; AXA

4. meagre /'mi:gar/ adj. small in quantity and poor in quality V" = H % /i 69
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#]: She supplements her meagre income by cleaning at night.

o 5 OB T TR AN HAHOE A9 N

[kxa]

Getting more women into jobs would extend the demographic dividend and help deal with the fact that women live

longer than men, but tend to have more meagre savings and pensions, and so are vulnerable in old age.

8 F £ 4% Getting more women into jobs would extend the demographic dividend and help deal with the fact,
TR LSRR LET KA LR, FHYTREIHF—NFE

HF, Getting more women into jobs A#h L HEEE3E, EH: LR S etk

that women live longer than men, but tend to have more meagre savings and pensions, and so are vulnerable in old
age HR4ZEM ), MAFEVLI thefact, &H: ABRFHFF I K, BEREBERAELTBIEEZARZ,
B FotiRIEss (AFR)

Ra, RBEFEREAEHE KR
PRI, A A RORB 4R 60 A
o REXABUE EYTRARE M, {2iX
RAERERERNMG R LT X, 25
AR THCEHH T @ q k&4 K.
S TS ERAL, FEGBUEK
V=T VAB] FACAT R AE A R A9 A

Finally, developing countries should learn from the errors
of rich ones by taking a pragmatic view of immigration.
Hard as this can be politically, it is often the easiest way to
extend the transition. Building sites in Bangkok already
throng with illegal Burmese immigrants. By formalising
them, Thai politicians could usher them into more

productive roles.

[3C]

1. pragmatic /praeg meetik/ adj. |GMAT1 |4é‘ /\| |>II€ €| solving problems in a practical and sensible way rather than

by having fixed ideas or theories = F1 49; # K52 89; 554y

8] : They're pragmatic about the spending cuts.

ReAT L2 B T 77 B AR 55 o

2. formalise /'fo:rmalaiz/ v. to make an arrangement, a plan or a relationship official 1 £ X AX; 44 &

] : Camps in the border areas should be formalized for those refugees who have some hope of returning to Myanmar.
357 KA He 2545 3 ) A 2 38 = 4R @) 6 3 R 89 MR T AL R i E HLAL

3. usher /'Afar/ v. to take or show somebody where they should go 42+ 3] {£; 3| F; 3|4
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#]: The secretary ushered me into his office.
AP Je RANH AL o E

[ #% & AR]

1. Burmese /b3:r'mi:z/ adj. (a person) from Burma/Myanmar 48 &) A; 4@ @) 69 ; 48 &) A6
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1) XFEZRM

2) BXH#
- &

bulge

(r— T ERESFMNEGEA D KIE Z1F4FF
FPIRA M E FoIRTT, MARESHHEFIBK, £ ~FER S foXE
Ly AT, T RAEMEX—VEESSEREKIR, SRIT AR ™LES

> A BT, B EMERCATRRE LA
> T BB SE A O LR

> B AT b

S FNCLEECE A RN L

(PR FEEADZEHERFTAPIFEEZEK
> & B E R R R F T # FTLE S0 kI XY
FPBike., REREERAE, RIFTEMTH, BS
TR F T ) B 5 EF
PEEPERILBREFREROZ, FBRA

(A B AL IGR B, BT VE S o S AL A 65 )5 2
FEEE Y FRoR TS RERE B, £ HF0BFIBEKEBIZ TR

- RHZREOHRE

A bulge in a country’ s working-age population is a blessing.

—NERGFAHERA D BOERITE,

surge

So long as the labour market can absorb a surge of job-seekers

REFH AT 5 R B8 0 KIRH

R A explosion/boom/spurt

8] : 1 believe we will see an explosion in lawsuits of this kind.

HAME, BAVFELF D L IFRHE,
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v EFA

oldie

When Japan had a similar portion of oldies When Japan had a similar portion of oldies
4B A R AR 69 & F AR

oldster

The share of oldsters in its population doubled, from 7% to 14%, in two decades.

FEEFADTHILPIAE 20 FAET —&, A 7% E 14%.

R A elder/graybeard/senior citizen/the aged

#1: The American Society on Aging provides resource services to those dealing with the aged.

% B % - tha Ay AR 2L 4 32 2 F AR AR 6 ARAE T IRIR 5

3) —A%E L
v’ grim
v\ X FJR 4 : Yet for countries that fail to seize this opportunity, the results can be

grim Adm, T ARBIMEL—MEGE LRI, ZRTRESHR

v
@ unpleasant and depressing &~ AR ; A AE&E
We face the grim prospect of still higher unemployment.
AAVE G A Rk F i — B RE SAT R
@ looking or sounding very serious /2 f #9; B8y ; AL
There was a grim smile on her face as she approached.
o AR, B BB A R K,
@ not attractive; depressing TR 5| /1 &9; FAA; BEH
The house looked grim and dreary in the rain.

RGF R LAFAARER,
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@ il £5m4y; TAFIRGY

| feel grim this morning.

AR T LR TR

v clip
v\ X F )& %) : That was impressive, but below Japan’ s double-digit clip in its boom

years. X —H FAHANPFRL], BT B REFERITAAIZEKE9IEKE,

v B
@ the pace, speed, or rate at which something is happening or has happened & K ; &%
Despite the challenges of the past year, the company has managed to grow at a decent clip,
thanks to its innovative products and strong customer base.
RETEZ—F@ETHFZHEK, 2d THAH = Bfeik K& P Ak, %08 R VAT
AR I K
@ a short part of a film that is shown separately ¥.% ;4 £
The documentary began with a clip from the President's inauguration speech.
WRA VAR RRPUE LAY R BT K,
@ small metal or plastic object used for holding things together or in place (£ & & 2 # &)
x5, Bf4
Sort out these papers and fasten them together with a clip, please.
e X L —T, AkTRAE—A,
@ the act of cutting something to make it shorter 3443 ; 43
He gave the hedge a clip.
Ml EEH T —T.
® a quick hit with your hand (A F) &, #ir
She gave him a clip round the ear for being cheeky.

o B M AL A T M — T H K.
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4) B

v

v

& B AT A
XFR:

Countries that age before growing rich have failed to seize their demographic opportunity, or

aged out of it too rapidly, or suffered both problems.

a) A .
.-« have failedto --+ --- &
or..‘ %Z‘..‘

or suffered both problems. & A [&] i 4 721X # /™ 5] AL

NI
ARG

N

15 B =5
Some education systems in areas of educational inequity have failed to provide adequate

resources to under-resourced communities, or have inequitable education policies or systems,

or suffered both problems.

15 B AF b——H R AT R B 57 AR 449 9 AL AT 2
—ERAPRE DAL ERF RGO EITIRS, &R XA BT B abhilh, &4 E/7RS
REF A, B AR A EZAAFA,
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5) FALIEE L

A\ TH—AD
1. demography A %t
2. working-age population HEAEEA D
3. aged society AL
4. expectancy AR 4
5. retirement age BARSF
6. pension system REEHE
7. labour force )
8. immigration #% &
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