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TikTok 1s wading into South-East Asia’s e-commerce wars
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In March TikTok’s chief executive, Shou Zi1 Chew,
taced angry lawmakers in Washington, who grilled
him for five hours on topics ranging from
misinformation to mental health. A threat of a ban in
America, the short-video app’s largest market, looms
large. Other Western governments are making similar
noises. TikTok, which is owned by a Chinese firm
called ByteDance, has already been locked out of
India, another big market, since 2020 on grounds of

national security.

[3C]
1. grill /gr1l/ v. to ask somebody a lot of questions about their ideas, actions, etc., often in an unpleasant way # 9] ; i&
[/ wE ST
%] : They grilled her about where she had been all night.
ReATY 18] e AN B LR E T .
<3 L% %> interrogate
2. misinformation / misinfar'meifn/ n. the act of giving wrong information about something; the wrong information

that is given 2514213 & : REA XX WO R L0017 A, Sl ERE &
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%) : a campaign of misinformation
AR &89 5 )
3. loom /lu:m/ v. (of something bad ¥~ %) to appear serious and and likely to happen soon 2§ % & ; &I
#]: There was a crisis looming.
JEHLIE T JE B
4. ground /gravnd/ n. a good or true reason for saying, doing or believing something &4 ¢932 & ; A%
] Owen was against it, on the grounds of expense.
Bk SCE 3% R P AR A & R R

[4i5]
1. wade into : to enter a fight, a discussion or an argument in an aggressive or not very sensitive way 3& {7/ A\, /PN,
HF G, . F2%)
#]: The police waded into the crowd with batons.
LR ETE R E R ANAFE
2. loom large : to seem important, worrying, and difficult to avoid 2 7t & H L ik = %
%] : Fear of failure loomed large in his mind.
St K M b 42 R L E M R AR A BG5Sk
3. lock out : to prevent somebody from taking part in something 7~ /E# A& 4 5
7] : people who are locked out of the job market because they have a criminal record

BT 3 928 & f A HEIR 2 3Lk T 9 Z A

Contrast that with the welcome Mr Chew received in June | iX 545 6 F J& & £ & FEhoik 5 B 69 3%
in Jakarta. He charmed a crowd in the Indonesian capital | 3 &k 7 #£ B F b, M2 6P BB #R @) 6,
that included government officials with his plans for the | #& B it B R E RN IABENLE T NS £ H
company in South-East Asia, promising to invest “billions | & 69 & &+ X, FRKiEKKILFHF L
of dollars” in the region over the next few years. As | iZ 3 X & 5t "% +1C % ", TikTok T
uncertainty looms over its prospects elsewhere in the | 2020 FH¥ H AR B IFLEHH I, T
world, TikTok, which in 2020 moved its global | H /& # % & 4k 3 X 69 57 % & £ 1 5 <
headquarters to Singapore, is eyeing South-East Asia’s | M, TikTok E& KT & L 7 104974
nearly 700m consumers to bolster its fortunes. Reactions | 3% # % & & K€ 89 = o B R AK——

to his talk ranged from favourable to gushing—except | % 7 iE £ % ¥ X & B 69 2 A 510
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among the region’s digital incumbents. 3], M EFR AL,

(3]
1. charm /tfa:rm/ v. to please or attract somebody in order to make them like you or do what you want "R 7] ; # 4%
1#]: He was charmed by her beauty and wit.
AR B F AL EAET o
<) L # #> attract
2. bolster /'bavlstar/ v. to improve something or make it stronger X & ; #27%
] : Falling interest rates may help to bolster up the economy.
FIETIEST R A BT RIS E T
<[5] L##> reinforce
3. gushing /'gafin/ adj. expressing so much enthusiasm, praise or emotion that it does not seem sincere i 2~ #1# 49 ;
ARG SRR
8] : the gushing praise of the New York critics
a2y if ik R e 5Kk ik
4. incumbent /1n'kambant/ n. a person who has an official position 2325 ; IAEH
%] : the present incumbent of the White House
AfEEEEHR
(4]
1. Jakarta : the capital and largest city of Indonesia, on the island of Java. It is an important industrial city, port, and

tourist centre, and one of the largest cities in southeast Asia. /0 3k (E7 & R % I B Af)

That is because TikTok’s ambitions in South-East Asia | iX £ F # TikTok £ # & I & .8 i I~ 1k B
go beyond silly dance videos. In 2021 it launched | Z& 8IS M., 2021 5, TikTok #EH T
TikTok Shop, which lets users buy products directly | TikTok Shop, A F 7T vA L4 /2 & A+ W 3£ 7
from the app. This foray into e-commerce comes at a | suoTikTok Mok 3 F EAZMRE LT 7 517
volatile time for the sector in the region. Shopee, which | 18957 3% it 4. -, Shopee 89 & # &
accounted for almost half the $100bn or so in goods | /£ A & L 1000 1% T A & 69 12 4% 5 4
sold online last year in South-East Asia, has reported | £ 4% & T —F, 2 ¢ay-F &4 E ik

two quarters of declining sales on its platform. The | & ANEZ T/ T o H# I A\ 3] Sea

market value of its Singaporean parent company, Sea | Group #L4=4~897 142 A 202 5F 10 A 2000
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Group, is a tenth of the $200bn it reached in October | /2% T8+ 42—, Sea Group &2 #H R T,
2021. Sea has cut staff, retreated from ventures beyond | 2t T A& & B AS L 5, F /£ 8 A&k
South-East Asia and, in August, told investors to brace | 4 %, @ B 4269524, %o 8] 153
for losses as it boosts spending in the face of rising | Ao & ti, A F T £ & . Lazada £ — K &
competition. Lazada, a Singapore-based e-commerce | {2 T # A3 o9 T8 45-F &, T ALK
platform that has probably never turned a profit, is on | HiT & ], X KN 8] s AR L2 T 2AE
its fifth ceo in as many years. In March its Chinese | A F#ATE T &F3 A, L FEEN M
parent, Alibaba, added more commotion by splitting | 2 & & (Alibaba) #& 5 R <K 38, 351K
itself into six companies. T ®REFF,

(3]
1. foray /'fa:rer/ n. an attempt to become involved in a different activity or profession (B Z Bk, F3had) £iX
%] : the company’s first foray into the computer market
1% 83t it H AT 6 Rk B R
2. volatile /'va:latl/ adj. (of a situation 1# J) likely to change suddenly; easily becoming dangerous =T & .2 &% 3 49 ;
TR0y, 5 B
] : This is a highly volatile situation from which riots might develop.
WA R PMAAERT, F TR AR ARF Lo
3. retreat /r1'tri:t/ v. to change your mind about something because of criticism or because a situation has become
too difficult (B FMIFRFAELTES) KL &, B%
#]: He retreated in the face of strong opposition.
# 2 5% 2069 B, ARiRAPT .
4. venture /'ventfar/ n. a business project or activity, especially one that involves taking risks (45H K& a9) 4k,
Bk, &E, LEAE
7). A disastrous business venture lost him thousands of dollars.
— AR R R 2 R BRI R AT £ £ o
5. brace /bre1s/ v. to prepare somebody/yourself for something difficult or unpleasant that is going to happen (4 A &
AIAE) [EMEL: &
f]: UN troops are braced for more violence.
RAEBEIINESZA R SR,

6. commotion /ka'maufn/ n. sudden noisy and confused activity or excitement (AR K &£ 6) vSif, 34l
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#1: | heard a commotion and went to see what was happening.

RIT B —5if], REAARETHAFN,

<F) L ##> chaos

7. split /spltt/ v. to divide, or to make something divide, into two or more parts 27, 5 (&R A JLAZES)

1] : The results split neatly into two groups.
LRI 5 RA %,
<[] X #-#%> divide

(%351

1. go beyond : to be more than something A2if (&AZH) L F

#]: This year's sales figures go beyond all our expectations.

ASE 0K AE K KA T RATHI TR .

Can TikTok take advantage of its rivals’ troubles?
The app certainly looks well-suited to South-East
Asian online-shopping habits. It already has more

than 800m users in the region. A study by Bain, a

consultancy, and Meta, which owns Facebook and

Instagram, found that nearly half of consumers

there use social media, particularly short-video and

messaging apps, to find products when shopping

online. As in China, the home of “social commerce”,
the line between entertainment and commerce is
blurred among those “mobile first” shoppers, notes
Fred Liu of Hayden Capital, an investment firm. To
lessen its reliance on live-streamed product reviews,
TikTok is testing a marketplace tab in its app, which
lets sellers list their goods on the platform without
having to pay influencers to plug products in their

videos.

Tik Tok A& A2+ F &9 [H 3% o KA1 ? X H o A
AARFHRE SR oy £ XD IR
CEGRECEMAARLITHF. Fian
3] A (Bain) #=#M7 Facebook #= Instagram
89 Meta 89— 0 LI, L —F 69 & 7Y
T W B 24 R AL AR (O R AEA
Az B R) RFHRB o AT A EHE
# A (Hayden Capital) &3 & &%) (Fred Liu)
o, AR P HXANER T H 570K R
Ho—H, HAR LGP, R R
o B e 2 18] Y R AL AR AR TikTok A T 8
3t A A s 1Rt 69 R R, B RN K L A2
P e — N MARE AR, E AT Ak
FaF6 Lo hemne i, mRsHRs
M 20 ik AT B ALIR T S AE ST

[#3C]

1. rival /'rawvl/ n. a person, company or thing that competes with another in sport, business, etc. 3% 4 %} 5
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#]: The two teams have always been rivals.
XA ANA— B AL F 3T
2. blurred /blz:rd/ adj. difficult to recognize, so differences are not clear X VA X 789 ; A4k 7 7T 69
%] : blurred distinctions
AR TN F G X A)
3. tab /taeb/ n. a small piece of paper, cloth, plastic etc that sticks out from the edge of something, so that you can
finditmoreeasily (W TEMHA%., 7RERY ) 75, k&
#]: anindex tab labeled ‘Expenses’
AR BT FHEOERIRE
4. influencer /'influansar/ n. a person or thing that influences somebody/something, especially a person with the
ability to influence potential buyers of a product or service by recommending it on social media # %@ /1 69 A: #=a
FAIZEOAREY, LARA RN BEAAHEAR EIET RY 0> % RRF OB AR T LA
#1: Which is why we call them 'social media influencers'. Or simply, 'influencers'.
EA A ABMFACALAT " AL SR H v, SE R SRR Mo
5. plug /plag/ v. to give praise or attention to a new book, film, etc. in order to encourage people to buy it or see it Hf
S 5%
] : She came on the show to plug her latest album.
o ERALT B SR ATE R

(4]

1. social commerce : Social commerce is a subset of electronic commerce that involves social media, online media
that supports social interaction, and user contributions to assist online buying and selling of products and services. #t
R e FH % (social commerce) RIRIEARXXZAMBATEZLIHNELH, AR ECHREAECHAYRXALETAE
BRI KT o CHEBIAE M sb,. SNS. i, AARWA . REEN e lbesr, B34 Es,. AFait
NESF BRI T St M E A EATH
2. mobile first: FF)Hht. HAFEAHXEGH A P iRfit, RAXAREETROEEHA P,
[Ksga]

A study by Bain, a consultancy, and Meta, which owns Facebook and Instagram, found that nearly half of consumers

there use social media, particularly short-video and messaging apps, to find products when shopping online.

&) F 89 £ F &% : A study by Bain and Meta found that nearly half of consumers there use social media, particularly
short-video and messaging apps, to find products when shopping online.

H ¥ nearly half of consumers there use social media, particularly short-video and messaging apps, to find products
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when shopping online. &M &), #8156 & %2 N B (Bain) #= Meta 89— RAF 0 KA, L—F 69 A& LY
% A W G B A 1E AL BEAR (L R RAEAIAARE &8 R RFRA .

a consultancy & F4£3&, #= which owns Facebook and Instagram = & #&M &, s ATH H TN LB, &5 A2

— KB, 8], A Facebook #= Instagram #9

i, AL TRz X a9 3L A 4k HE
% A5k, R/ TikTok Shop VA 5 i& &AL 3R
T g Fe P By H G E s (e IR Ao e
o) A E, BT F A F R E S AY £
2%, KD B B RXREREARA.
Momentum Works #9 Vion Yau 1% 71, Tik Tok
8g-FHITEMIEL N 5 £ L, T Shopee
% 8 £, Lazada # 10 £ 7T,

Don’t count the regional incumbents out just yet,
though. Whereas TikTok Shop is dominated by things
best-suited for promotional video and impulse purchases,
such as clothes and cosmetics, its rivals offer a broader
assortment of wares, from gadgets to furniture. Vion
Yau of Momentum Works estimates that the average
order value on TikTok is around $5, compared with $8

at Shopee and $10 at Lazada.

(3]
1. dominate /'da:mineit/ v. to control or have a lot of influence over somebody/something, especially in an
unpleasant way X Bt; #=#l; A4 ¥k
#]: As a child he was dominated by his father.
o RS K E EFE— .
2. promotional /pra'mauvfanl/ adj. connected with advertising /™% 4589 ; E449
#]: promotional material
JTE AR
3. impulse /'1mpals/ n. a sudden strong wish or need to do something, without stopping to think about the results
i SRk —HSk
#]: He had a sudden impulse to stand up and sing.
R RS kg, BsbARBHR.
4. cosmetic /ka:z'metk/ n. a substance that you put on your face or body to make it more attractive L+t st; £ & oo
#]: the cosmetics industry
e S0 47 3k
5. assortment /a'sa:rtmant/ n. a collection of different things or of different types of the same thing & #F & 4%

%) : a wide assortment of gifts to choose from
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6. ware /wer/ n. things that somebody is selling, especially in the street or at a market (45 /) BIRAE KB LR T %

ZhHEN) Bk

7] : He travelled from town to town selling his wares.
A S BAHE TR,

<A X %4> goods

[#&1]

1. count out : to not include somebody in an activity T~ A F N\ ;

1 If you're going out tonight you'll have to count me out.

B A fp A 2 & Al RELEN,

Shopee, Lazada and Tokopedia, another local champion,
have also built their own logistics networks and payment
systems to get around South-East Asia’s tricky peninsular

and  archipelagic geography, and often shabby

infrastructure. This allows the companies to operate more

efficiently than TikTok, which relies on external suppliers

to store and ship its products, giving it less control over

the shopping experience and eating into margins.

Shopee. Lazada #= Tokopedia (5 —%
AR KkNe]) LEZT ATHIAR
BFa IAT R %, AR HREEF 52
B AT, UBRERAN %G
Ay RE A%, 5 TikTok AAtL, X & F
G NEl Mz EREES, BA
TikTok 4R #i 95 3045 &2 ) sk A 4k A= 12 4y
7F e, M AIRIE G FI AR A A5G, A
AR T B R AR

(3]

1. logistics /la'd31stiks/ n. the business of transporting and delivering goods #7if

8] : A logistics firm was hired for the deliveries.

JER T — R iR s AT .

2. peninsular /pa’'ninsalar/ adj. on or connected with a peninsula ¥ & E&9; H5F B H K49

1] : peninsular Spanish (= that is spoken in Spain, not in Latin America)

F 5 AL HITE

3. archipelagic / a:ki'laed3ik/ adj. of, relating to, or located in an archipelago # % 69,% & %49

%] : Floods displaced over 600,000 people in the archipelagic country last year.

FF, BAREIANFLE R 60 57 ANRB K.
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4. shabby /'[aebi/ adj. (of buildings, clothes, objects, etc. 3 A 4. KIR. # & 3)in poor condition because they have
been used a lot AL 1H &Y ; MK EY; I
1] : The outside of the house was beginning to look shabby.
B JB I & F s A H0E
<[] L% > dilapidated

(451
1. get around : to persuade somebody to agree or to do what you want, usually by doing nice things for them (& 3%
WG FB) HLIRFEARE, HIEARIM, E%FEA
1. She knows how to get round her dad.
o so il EH T HEEHR S,
2. eatinto : to use up a part of something, especially somebody’s money or time JH 48, 42, #£%F (LIELE& KT
] )
%] : Those repair bills have really eaten into my savings.
ARSI IR L2 FIERAR L — A5 RE

[kxal

This allows the companies to operate more efficiently than TikTok, which relies on external suppliers to store and ship

its products, giving it less control over the shopping experience and eating into margins.
& F 49 £F 3% : This allows the companies to operate more efficiently than TikTok, &% & : X & 4ui8 152 5]
which relies on external suppliers to store and ship its products # & #&MA &), 545 TikTok, & %2 : TikTok IR#h3(
B 5 B R Ak AR i

P

giving it less control over the shopping experience and eating into margins 4 4 F K&, & 52 : 4R IE a9 4= 4]

Re 1555, AlHALR LB R FR

TikTok may overcome these hurdles. Thanks to its | TikTok THRAZRXEEF, F35THP
Chinese parent’s $220bn valuation its pockets are | #/ 3] 2200 12 £ TaIH1A, €M AL K %
deeper than most. But Shopee’s belt-tightening has | £/, 8] #f 24 /2, 122, Shopee #9'% 4 7 %
given Sea a cash buffer to defend its turf. Lazada got | 4 Sea Group 4 T &% ¥, & LALBIT
an injection of $845m from Alibaba in July. And the | T § T &9, &F 7 A, lazada 3R/F T I

local incumbents are not TikTok’s only competition. | 2 & & 8.45 /¢ £ 49 9. TikTok #9535 4 %t
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Last month Temu, an offshoot of Pinduoduo, another | F# 7~ R & AX o9 I A 3k, EAH, P
large Chinese e-commerce firm, quietly launched its | 5 — X K & & F & % » &8 # % %
online store in the Philippines. The battle for | (Pinduoduo) &9-F /3] 454 (Temu) TH A
South-East Asia’s online shoppers is only getting | ZFZREHEETACHRW LT E. #5455
started. % T T KA RIRIFFHE

(3]
1. hurdle /'h3:rdl/ n. a problem or difficulty that must be solved or dealt with before you can achieve something % % ;
K53
8] : The next hurdle will be getting her parents' agreement.
T AR RAEAFH LR &
<[8) L # > obstacle
2. valuation / valju'eifn/ n. a professional judgement about how much money something is worth; its estimated
value (Fik) &0 HRAGMIE; B1E
7] : land valuation
LR HEM
3. belt-tightening /'belt tartnin/ n. changes that are made in order to spend less money R %I : AT P AHF LM
BEAT R R 7L
%) : This will cause further belt-tightening in the public services.
EAFENLEF LI —F R4 o
4. buffer /'bafar/ n. a thing or person that reduces a shock or protects somebody/something against difficulties 4
M AREFERGA
] : Support from family and friends acts as a buffer against stress.
KA B X R TREE T o
5. turf /t3:rf/ n. the place where somebody lives and/or works, especially when they think of it as their own ( & T 49)
Wi, YHEHE
7] : He feels more confident on home turf.
e L9 RERHZS
6. injection /in'dzek/n/ n. a large sum of money that is spent to help improve a situation, business, etc. K & # 4 #9 4%
N

7] : The theatre faces closure unless it gets an urgent cash injection.
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Bl @l A B, RIERXKEREILEHN
<A L% > investment
7. offshoot /'2:ffu:t/ n. a thing that develops from something, especially a small organization that develops from a
largerone %~ % ; (L48) 4 M
#]: commercial offshoots of universities
K5 TH 3 09 T Ak LA

<] L% #> branch
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R iE
1) XFLEH
- [ S TIKTOKE A RITE RS R 2T EEESIX 57 6h #jd

_
r 1

» TikTok 1L & FE 7 3% R HE 1t 75 & & 37 35 % PA.

L »TikTok IEFRBF ARBAIL:iL 7 LS AT EHZERE EIEREEH 5~
FARBILFHFES 08 2%3. EEABDILESEFHSITIEYT)%50THA
> Tik Tok M43 X 5 Y5092 IR . NI FIR BTN AE

FPRABEZB BN AW, TEFFRESHLIFRES

FEM AL RN mWEE TE . RMBIoTIFRL

> TikTok BREA2NEB 1L AL 7 2K G- FoiT 48 /= oo, X M99 1550 6592 #4
AE A Ex55, FEt o R B FEZ0m

L PTikTok®mM E 2B EHPEK. #3233

»Tik Tok & AE 5 T AR LA £ #k b

>3 ARea L B 7E A #5H R EK A RYRY T 48

2) AXH#

v

s B

goods

...which lets sellers list their goods on the platform without having to pay influencers to plug
products in their videos.

LT RAIEE R AT S LI B AT E S, o L AR A P Ak AT GG AL P 4B 4G e )
ware

...its rivals offer a broader assortment of wares, from gadgets to furniture.

JEEEFNFRENBRMFEALZS, KBS REEHERA.

HAe: product

18] It is the responsibility of the industry to produce safe products.
A AR o AT YT,

3%k, i

bolster
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...is eyeing South-East Asia’s nearly 700m consumers to bolster its fortunes.
. TikTok B 1T 7R dy L2 7 08478 3% 4 R AR K6 8 2 ks
boost
...in August, told investors to brace for losses as it boosts spending in the face of rising
competition.
LIHE 8 AMEIRRITE, WA H ZBAM TS, ZA e L, AT AT ESL
HAb: reinforce

#1: Success in the talks will reinforce his reputation as an international statesman.

WA H 238 34 B IR BUE Ko 5 2

3) —HA%E L

v' plug

v’ X F /R ) : ..which lets sellers list their goods on the platform without having to
pay influencers to plug products in their videos. ...*-T AikE K E-F& L3
RATEG B S0, T NLATER S B 2Ll ARG AR 545 5 )

v OB
(Dto give praise or attention to a new book, film, etc. in order to encourage people to buy it
orseeit i) ; E4%
She came on the show to ~ her latest album.
o L AL B ARG A F A,
@ to fill a hole with a substance or piece of material that fits tightly into it 34 % ; 2$3%
He ~ the hole in the pipe with an old rag.
Ko Fl — 3R E 2R AR e T LA ARSI EAE T o
@ to provide something that has been missing from a particular situation and is needed in
order to improve it #F2 ; #hK; 4
A cheaper range of products was introduced to ~ the gap at the lower end of the market.

e di A3 R 89— R 7 F S R AT HANRAK IR T ey,
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v foray

v\ X ¥ J7 4 : This foray into e-commerce comes at a volatile time for the sector in
the region. TikTok stk 8t & EAH X 0 F 7 517 6950 3% B HA .
v B
@ an attempt to become involved in a different activity or profession (ZX E BRI, F3h49)
2K
the company’s first ~ into the computer market
% 8] 5t H AT 69 AR i R
@ ashort journey to find a particular thing or to visit a new place #2:% (F%) ; 4% 74
(3 7)
weekend shopping ~ to France
JB KL B 4
@ a short sudden attack made by a group of soldiers K & ; A% X &%

Those on the front line make regular ~ into occupied territory.

—BZAREG TR LMK,

4) 15 B\ %
v R
v XFR:

Whereas TikTok Shop is dominated by things best-suited for promotional video and impulse
purchases, such as clothes and cosmetics, its rivals offer a broader assortment of wares, from
gadgets to furniture...another local champion, have also built their own logistics networks and
payment systems to get around...This allows the companies to operate more efficiently than
TikTok, which relies on external suppliers to store and ship its products, giving it less control

over the shopping experience and eating into margins.
v e BR R

...offer a broader assortment of..., from ...to... .69 FF £ 24 S 4%, M. .%]..., BARH
...have...their own...to get around... ... AAAT A T,k ST
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This allows...to...more...than..., which relies on... to..., giving it less control over the ...and
eating into... XAE/F. . b EAe..., ARFE.., M.EERS, mAFHER..

v BB
Whereas street retailers are dominated by things best-suited for impulse purchases, such as
snacks and adorable gadgets, shopping malls, its rivals, offer a broader assortment of wares,
from gadgets to furniture. Another local champion, have built its own logistics networks and
payment systems to get around tricky local traffic and often shabby infrastructure. This allows

it to operate more efficiently than those street vendors, which relies on external suppliers to

import goods, giving it less control over the costs and eating into margins.
v 55—
KREAGHBOOIZRARESE R LENGRD, MO QEREGHOMNELL S, et
BREXKBRBE. IR—FXHERFTODEE, 1T A TE KA F R L RS,
ARG R ADR GG F 0 X AR K@ 6, E I AE @ L b K E A ) 69@ R 5] £ % 69
E, REAF @GRS @R HE, ekl agdedsg ), m B,

5) FAEEL

AHH ZH—EH KK
1. e-commerce LA
2. live-streamed product review A4 it
3. promotional video AR
4. logistics networks PR A
5. payment system I ER
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