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School attendance
FR b
Absent-minded

s3]

Covid-19 has faded, but American children are still missing far too

much school

RO EHE, BERILEAEKRZHY

i% B : The Economist August 26th 2023 edition United States

Two hundred and fifty years ago, Thomas Jefterson
wrote one of the first bills calling for universal,
publicly funded education. He wanted all the children in
his state of Virginia to attend classes. Not everyone
was convinced. His bill never passed, and it took over
100 years for school to become compulsory across the
whole of America.

For most of the past century, attendance grew. Then
the covid-19 pandemic happened. For the best part of
two years, children were forced to learn at home,
staring at laptops. As they start the 2023-24 school

year, a terrifying proportion still seem barely to be

back.
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1. absent-minded / aebsant 'maindid/ adj. tending to forget things, perhaps because you are not thinking

about what is around you, but about something else f£587; S RE 549

#]: Grandpa’s becoming quite absent-minded.
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2. universal / ju:n1'va:rsl/ adj. IELJ R [ 1R 3}/%@?‘ done by or involving all the people in the world or in a particular

group LR &g ; Afkey; A# R, LR

7] . Agreement on this issue is almost universal.
EANFALLF A 2R — B E L.

3. convinced /kan'vinst/ adj. completely sure about something ®13; F1z; #i1z
#1: 1am convinced of her innocence.

HBEHAFTOLEN,

4. compulsory /kam'palsari/ adj. [75~4/% E‘/#ﬁ#é/GRE/%W/‘?/\‘ that must be done because of a law or a rule (&

FERAN W) LAY, RAIEY, TRiGAY

]+ English is a compulsory subject at this level.

FIEAX—BA R LEFR

<[5 L% #> mandatory

5. stare /ster/ v. to look at somebody/something for a long time BT & & ; #t4L; AL

%] : | screamed and everyone stared.

AR — B, RAAATH BA

6. terrifying /'terrfarin/ adj. making somebody feel extremely frightened 1% 2B 69 ; &+ F 104y, £ I% T8
7] : It was a terrifying experience.

AR =R TIACET .

7. barely /'berli/ adv. |7~ 28/ 5 /#4875 #F | & /\‘ in a way that is just possible but only with difficulty 142 ; RIR;

5% 7T At
#]: The music was barely audible.

R B RARAETT Lo

According to a study published in early August, in the | 8 F #1 & %k 69— 4F AR, £ 2021 £ 2022
2021-22 academic year 28% of schoolchildren missed at | 525, 28%#9 5 & £ 'V 5 iR = A F . M3243

least three and a half weeks of school. The study, | K ¥ # F ¥ &K &% 4 & A -1# 47 (Thomas

conducted by Thomas Dee, an education professor at | Dee) #AT49X A %0 L, “KIAW IR 49

Stanford University, found that “chronic absenteeism”, | L% (Bpe—5F R, LEMFHEGFT A

defined as when an enrolled pupil misses 10% of the | 4 10% 4938+ ) £ 2018 £ 2019 % 4= 2021
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school year, almost doubled overall between 2018-19 | £ 2022 5 Z ] JL-FE8 T —& . AR,

and 2021-22. It went up in all 40 states in the study as | “KENY BRI Z £ £ H 40 NI AR T
well as in the District of Columbia. In Alaska, the state | Z4F X # A PF L., AKBHEHERSWH
with the highest rate of chronic absenteeism, nearly | FI 4z Ae ), L —F 0952 4 £iR, HALT
half of all pupils missed enough school to be counted. ST, RUAG|IARAEMN,

[#3C]

1. chronic /'kra:nik/ adj. ‘ﬁﬂi ;‘g/éﬁﬁé/%ﬁﬁ/‘?/\‘ (of a problem [5]#2) lasting a long time; difficult to solve K #7489 ; 1%

PRy B (RARR) &
18] : a chronic shortage of housing in rural areas
RAFH R AZ 0 K AR 2
2. absenteeism / a&bsan'ti:zzam/ n. the fact of being frequently away from work or school, especially without good
reasons (&% M AKA) UL, U iR
8] : the high rate of absenteeism
B iRE
[Ksga ]

The study, conducted by Thomas Dee, an education professor at Stanford University, found that “chronic absenteeism”,

defined as when an enrolled pupil misses 10% of the school year, almost doubled overall between 2018-19 and

2021-22.

& F 8 £ F 39 A : The study found that “chronic absenteeism” almost doubled overall between 2018-19 and
2021-22. 2 % that “chronic absenteeism” almost doubled overall between 2018-19 and 2021-22. 4 &M &), # 6) &
B EEA: FTRKIA, KAy R I R A 2018 £ 2019 55542 2021 £ 2022 FFZWJLFET — &
conducted by Thomas Dee, # & & & &, an education professor at Stanford University 3 7 Bl4%3&, % %14 4% study
#2 Thomas Dee, &%2: HAFIE4 K FHF FHIZIL G147 (Thomas Dee) #4785 (FFR)

defined as when an enrolled pupil misses 10% of the school year 4 J& & & &, *F chronic absenteeism 3t 1T #3197,
# +F when an enrolled pupil misses 10% of the school year 4 &M ), o) Ee &SR PEA—FFA, TEM

A A B 10% 89 1R B

Explaining this is tricky. Students skip school for many | i X —I LK B, FHFEHRY
’ k
these are unlikely to have worsened of late. A more | &2 H . 12x I, X3k K & xt5k$) a9 3ok

=y

reasons: lack of transport, poverty, the weather. But | 89 R B AR % : $ 2 X8 T A,
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plausible explanation for the lasting rise is that, having
experienced remote learning, some students—and
perhaps their parents—no longer think it essential or
even worthwhile to sit in a classroom. “It’s the same
thing as in the workplace,” says a teacher in New
Orleans. “Once you've gone down to only being there
two or three days a week, coming back all five is hard.”
His classrooms are especially empty on Fridays, he says,
so he avoids scheduling the most important lessons

then.
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(3]

1. tricky /'triki/ adj. difficult to do or deal with ¥ 7149 ; HMEF4+a9

8] : Getting it to fit exactly is a tricky business.
13X B A At R ME 69 F

<[5 L% 3> difficult

2. skip /skip/ v.

TN
1] : She decided to skip class that afternoon.

ok ZARK T LR,

NBIHRE T /\‘ to not do something that you usually do or should do I~ Mk (& &9 FF)

3. plausible /'pla:zabl/ adj. ‘Eﬁ . /3643 /GRE/ * #F | & /\‘ (of an excuse or explanation 4 & 2 ## %) reasonable and

likely to be true A 18 3289 ; *T13 4%
1] : Her story sounded perfectly plausible.

Wa)BLEFTAR T ZH Lo

4. schedule /'sked3u:l/ v. to arrange for something to happen at a particular time % #E; H .. % HERF ], <

8] : Local elections were tentatively scheduled for November.
o A R T+ — A EAT .
<3 L #+4%&> arrange
[4i2]
1. of late : recently & if

%) : Birth rates have gone down of late.
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This alarming absenteeism is coinciding with falls in
enrolment. In a separate study released in February, Dr
Dee found that public-school enrolment fell between
autumn 2019 and autumn 2021 by 2.5% (about 1.2m
pupils). Some of this is because the number of
school-age children in America is shrinking, and a small
part reflects a shift to private schools. But much seems
to be the result of families opting out of school entirely.
Private  school attendance increased by  4%;
homeschooling rose by 30%. Exactly what that means
for the quality of tuition children are receiving is
unclear. Some states insist on strict rules for
homeschooled children; but some barely check on them

at all.

ANEIRQY RAFZEH AT R, N
FAKLAERE, £ 2 A K H— A
%P, A R FL, 2019 FAkE £ 2021
FE, NIFBRNFAKTHET 2.5%
(1207 %5F4) « A RAAELE
FEILENHET EALARY, LH— DN
BT FANEATERBEANFE R LY
BB E . 12X AR KL EM-FH5K
BREFZERELFREFHER., o
FRNF ARG 4%; £ K EF A8
A2 Y 30%. XIFZTAELTHHFRER
A AR AR RIF R, — RN BT A
X EFOTT A ARG, 12h L
R e NP N1 N

(3]

1. alarming /a'la:rmin/ adj. causing worry and fear f£ AR 24895 S AR ed; 5142 2R HLEY

8] : The rainforests are disappearing at an alarming rate.

AR IE AR A G938 BH K o

2. coincide / kauin'said/ v.

place at the same time B i X &
8] : It's a pity our trips to New York don't coincide.

AR ARG A 2 AT R R — B 1],

7S 4B/ ¥ B [ 645 /GRE/ % #F [ & /\‘ (of two or more events # #F X £ % 49 F 1F) to take

3. release /r1'li:s/ v. “1‘3 é’&/?fﬁ,‘?}/%zﬁ‘ to make a film, recording or other product available to the public 2~F; 75 ;

i
%] : to release a film/video X 17 % %5/ F 1%

<F] L% #> roll out

4. shrink /[rink/ v. to become or to make something smaller in size or amount ({£) %>,

%) : The market for their products is shrinking.
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5. tuition /tu'z/n/ n. l‘l‘J 2/ z‘ﬁ‘/%fﬁ‘ the act of teaching something, especially to one person or to people in small

groups (LLAGITASA SN EG) HEF, #Hik, BT
%] : She received private tuition in French.

o) FAANFAR K E

6. insist /in'sist/ v. to demand that something happen or that somebody agree to do something B &K ; B4

) : 1didn't really want to go but he insisted.
HIH ARG B L, iR ERL.

(451

1. opt out : to choose not to take part in something & & & ; #HFERAL

#]: Employees may opt out of the company's pension plan.

JE R TR AF R A Az o 8] 8 3k 2t R

Attending school in person is important. Studies show that
even after adjusting for poverty levels and race, children
who skip more school get significantly worse grades. One

published by the Institute of Labour Economics, a German

think-tank, by three American academics, found that

missing ten maths classes reduced the chance of a high

school student graduating on time by 8%. Schools also

connect pupils to important services. In Baltimore,
schoolchildren can get free meals or be fitted for glasses
through school; and their parents can be hooked up with
social services. Educators can also spot if a child is being
neglected or abused. Pupils develop social skills in school,

take part in after-school programmes and learn sports.

EFFEREFRER, FREA, REK
PR B K -F Ao Ah 2k 3T PR H R F AT
TR, 2% % B ILT MRS
B2 . BEAKFERNFTHEFFLHA
Mag—mh =% & B FH RS 6 IR
2R, RHTHHFREFESTAE
AT B A JURTEIK 8%, 54, F 4
ETURELHEEGR S, £5ZZ)
ERGET, FHRILETUAEFREL
% R RAIRBIR B HA18) LET A
EALME T HEIEZELTALN
BT RERELARERF. FEEFRIE
FAAHE, BRI EDHFEIRE

BH .

[#3C]

1. think-tank /'61ink teenk/ n. a group of experts who provide advice and ideas on political, social or economic issues

(Ba, A4, FPan) FE8, K&, %04
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] : a study published by a leading economic think tank

W—ANE R LA RN TR

2. academic / @ka'demik/ n. ‘\7}7 2% /3 E{‘/iﬁ#%/%fiﬂ a person who teaches and/or does research at a university or

college & 5 [T #F; B ARAHF AR

#]: There is much debate among academics about this issue.

XKTFTEANFEA, FHEZRARS FiE,

3. spot /spa:t/ v. (not used in the progressive tenses 7~ Al T # 47 i) to see or notice a person or thing, especially
suddenly or when itis not easytodoso A ; Ai; E&F; KN

#]: Can you spot the difference between these two pictures?

AT AREA XA H AT ARR?

4. neglect /n1'glekt/ v. ‘\7}7 Yk %/#ﬁ#%/%fiﬂ to fail to take care of somebody/something i T B ; KT &%

#]: She denies neglecting her baby.
WA K BAEIF R T

<]F X %4> ignore

5. abuse /a'bju:z/ v. ‘\7}7 kil ;%"/#%#%/GRE/%BT‘ to treat a person or an animal in a cruel or violent way, especially

sexually E&F; (L4R) MEMS: HF
1] : All the children had been physically and emotionally abused.
PrA i s )LEM F AT B T HEAK
[4i5]
1. hook up with : to start working with somebody #54% T4
#%]: They formed the band in 2018, hooking up with bass player Ed Burns.
AT 2018 4032 T RPN, 5 N A7 Ed Burns fR#H I & o
[kxal
One published by the Institute of Labour Economics, a German think-tank, by three American academics, found that

missing ten maths classes reduced the chance of a high school student graduating on time by 8%.

) F 49 £ F 3% 7 : One found that missing ten maths classes reduced the chance of a high school student graduating

on time by 8%. 2 ¥ that missing ten maths classes reduced the chance of a high school student graduating on time by
8%. M KIEME . B EHTRA: —MARLRERIN, SHTHRFREFES P EBE LG TLETEIK 8%,

published by the Institute of Labour Economics #J6 E &3, &Z&: [2E 732 FH LI KA

a German think-tank # F]4%3%&, *I the Institute of Labour Economics #4758, & &: ZEH &

by three American academics A AN F4E B HAKRIE, AT LT HLa A R-EJH T B, TEL: =L £EBF
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HIEE W

EHRTREAZTMNEDHER? AE
WFRFEG, AFSZN, RKTiE
G ARLEELESE. 8 A 15 8, F7HZN
RE kI ATk, e R T
F, XETRAEFRI R 12ILF%
AAEEEA, KU RE AR RA AR K
AR EMEIEXAT A, BTFRPYIRS
RAEERBRE, PATXAG EFERA
FEHRNRERE. BRBEMFX, A
HIRFBRHENGFZAEY, ALY

g ARE,

What will it take to coax kids back into classrooms?
Skipping school frequently is illegal and in many states
parents can face fines or even jail. On August 15th
Missouri’s state supreme court upheld a law that permits
jail time for parents if their children are truant. But there
is little evidence that criminalising truancy prevents much
of it. And because chronic absenteeism is powerfully
correlated with disadvantage, enforcing such laws would
hurt the poorest families. In Washington, dc, three-fifths
of pupils who were eligible for government assistance

were truant.

[3C]
1. coax /kauks/ v. to persuade somebody to do something by talking to them in a kind and gentle way "3 ; 3%
] : She coaxed the horse into coming a little closer.
Wk HARE L B AT — S
2. fine /fain/ n. a sum of money that must be paid as punishment for breaking a law or rule 374 ; 3j#k

% : | got a parking fine for parking on double yellow lines.

AT EREEIZEMTTRT

3. uphold /ap'haovld/ v. |5~ & /3 %/ 1643 /GRE/ % #F | & /\| (especially of a court of law /T 4§ i% ) to agree that a

previous decision was correct or that a request is reasonable 44 (R¥]) ; <3 (¥if)

%] : to uphold a conviction/an appeal/a complaint

BHFRA; LIV PR

4. truant /'tru:ant/ n. a child who stays away from school without permission 3% 89s 52 4

%] : persistent truants

ZRRFF A

5. criminalise /'kriminala1z/ v. to make something illegal by passing a new law (GBid #8975 #) & R& ik, {£3dFk
#]: The government has introduced new legislation to criminalize computer hacking.

BFAEAT T #09E5AedE R BN EM T AL RITH
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6. truancy /'tru:ansi/ n. the practice of staying away from school without permission B % ; #% 5

%] : Truancy rates at the school are very high.

FRMLF R

7. correlate /'ko:ralert/ v. |7~ 48 /% %/ #£.4% /GRE/ % #F | & /\‘ if two or more facts, figures, etc. correlate or if a fact,

figure, etc. correlates with another, the facts are closely connected and affect or depend on each other 48 Z % Jx %}
"R 4B ZAR A
%) : The figures do not seem to correlate.

S F TSR T

8. eligible /'elidzabl/ adj. ‘ﬁﬁ % /GRE/ % #F | & /\‘ a person who is eligible for something or to do something, is able to

have or do it because they have the right qualifications, are the right age, etc.f 4849 ; &4&89; B & K169
#]: Only those over 70 are eligible for the special payment.
RA 70 ¥ A ESAT A TAMIRE R Ko

<[ XL #4#%> qualified

RAGA EALMA F M Ak, 1235
There are few easy fixes, though some look for them. In R—EFR, BT, AFEFm, L
Chicago, at the start of this year, the schools Bk iR R (RE AR L) #3E,
inspector-general accused several schools of misreporting | 1x s 4+ 5| 3t 42 45 VU462 iREs, i
truant (or entirely missing) children as having transferred | z) 7 22 4 1 5 % ¢4 2% %, BRE, £
to other schools to mask absenteeism. Almost half of | 5551 z 7022 A A DI
pupils in the city were reported absent in 2021-22. Most A IR, R, KERHITR AR
teachers, however, are simply trying to adapt. “Our | ¢ 553 fbm & . a2y —ffr b 2289 —
youngsters, the competition for their attention has never {5 )T BROGE < ik ARG AL S
been more difficult,” sighs a teacher in a New York City | 5 u % 12 1 72 i3 4% [ % , Wi, Bk JE
middle school. The challenge, he says, is to “make kids FOEEBFANME A KAKETE

gravitate to school”. Mass education needs mass. * 4
o

[EC]
1. fix /fiks/ n. [&9 48/ #F| a solution to a problem, especially an easy or temporary one (45 & &, #HoFay) sk
7k

#]:  There is no quick fix for the steel industry.
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AR Tk By 5] R0 % A BP BE AR R 6 A ik,
<Al X %4> method
2. accuse /a'kju:z/ v. to say that somebody has done something wrong or is guilty of something 4% ; =if; %
7] . She accused him of lying.
4G TG
3. misreport / misr1'pa:rt/ v. to give a report of an event, etc. that is not correct ix4R ; 454k; Rk
#]: The newspapers misreported the facts of the case.

AT R IRE A R

4. transfer /treens'fs:r/ v. ‘\’}7 2% /3 %/%Eﬁ‘ to move from one job, school, situation, etc. to another; to arrange for

somebody to move (1£) #H#h; #I; #5; AT (GF)
] : Children usually transfer to secondary school at 11 or 12.

JUEEH A 11 R 12 ¥ i sHie T .

5. mask /mask/ v. ‘\1‘7 ki %/GRE/%BT‘ to hide a feeling, smell, fact, etc. so that it cannot be easily seen or noticed

A

] : She masked her anger with a smile.

b A KR A AR B B

6. sigh /sa1/ v. to take and then let out a long deep breath that can be heard, to show that you are disappointed, sad,
tired, etc."L A ; L&

#]: He sighed deeply at the thought.

BB, HIKFELT 2 Ao

7. mass /maes/ adj. affecting or involving a large number of people or things K#té9; HEM Za9; T 28
#]: The world faces the tremendous problem of mass unemployment.

s EHE KR KL E K&,

8. mass /mas/ n. the most; the majority X % #; % #

] : Their policies appeal to the broad mass of the population.

AT B BOR T B 7 K R ARG IR

1. gravitate to : to move towards somebody/something that you are attracted to %R 5| 2|; <& 3| Mm@

#]: Many young people gravitate to the cities in search of work.

W5 F 5 AR 5] BRI AR
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&
B

1) XFLEH
= >EGEHAEl, SR FUTRAR b, JEGEAGR S, S FIReELUM A
o > CKHATTIRT M B TE

>EZRE. JIWTRIZHKE
PRERE, BARBTR, WE, XSR

Xy

B

(]

J7

FULF ., NBBEH AT
FRE. AERWICESEKEELM I, FoIALRRNFALE B,

L R AL po
o [ P ESR LSOOI, FREAMRY, 3 IHTFRARE,
= 1RIES TR, BAoRINEH AR I AR T

FEREYIRIREHIE M, yOREsE, EXKKRTAR
PEMEREERIS IR, RIMKREKE

2) AXH#%
v iR, ®_F
truancy
But there is little evidence that criminalising truancy prevents much of it.
12 JU-F % a8 R, U iRE A AL A AR KA B LM E X AP AT o
absenteeism

..“chronic absenteeism”...

LOORIITIRT L

H 4. non-attendance

1#]: the problems of children’s non-attendance at school

JUZ R4y 5] A

vV AARAE; SAERS
terrifying
As they start the 2023-24 school year, a terrifying proportion still seem barely to be back.
KA 2023 £ 2024 FF 6T )5, LRADFEMREARDBEETRE, SAKIK.
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alarming

This alarming absenteeism is coinciding with falls in enrolment.

AR RAEEEARTHRN, NFARLERE.

R A astonishing/stunning

1#1: 1 find it absolutely astonishing that you didn't like it.
HRARERE, REF|EAEZ,

3) —A%E L
v skip
v\ X F )R 4): Students skip school for many reasons: lack of transport, poverty, the
weather, FHEFAHHORREAARS: 2B E, AE, RARAH.
v B
(Dto not do something that you usually do or should do A% (R EE) ; RAdm
| often ~ breakfast altogether.
HEFH T RIS R
@ to move forwards lightly and quickly making a little jump with each step 5 % Jk 9k b &
She ~ happily along beside me.
JeE R A B, & kN HIR A &R A
@ to leave a place secretly or suddenly T§H &£ ; RAHF

The bombers ~ the country shortly after the blast.
BIFBE AR, RENERGAAXLETINEK,

v’ tuition

v\ X3 )2 8] : Exactly what that means for the quality of tuition children are
receiving is unclear. XX ZFMNETHRFRER AT AR OB RFTE,

>«

@ the act of teaching something, especially to one person or to people in small groups (A
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WIAARDEE) #HF, &, BT
She received private ~ in French.
oo FL AR K E
@ the money that you pay to be taught, especially in a college or university (14§ X %z
#) #5%
He won't be able to finish his education unless someone pays his ~.

R AE A AFACATF 5, T WA LR T A a5 3k,

4) 15 B\ %
vV AR KXENEHS,
vV XER:

This alarming absenteeism is coinciding with falls in enrolment...Some of this is because the
number of school-age children in America is shrinking, and a small part reflects a shift to
private schools. But much seems to be the result of families opting out of school entirely.

Private school attendance increased by 4%; homeschooling rose by 30%.
vV @ BREIX:
This...is coinciding with... .. K £ 8 R iF, wHAT ..
Some of this is because..., and a small part reflects... —3\ 3R EZ..., — DI, RBET ...
But much seems to be the result of... 12 -F £ &2 . . FHKL R
v 5 BT
This alarming financial crisis is coinciding with falls in employment. Some of this is because the

number of laid-offs is swelling, and a small part reflects a revolution happening in the labor

market. But much seems to be the result of the recession.

v FEEL—RARN K LGFH
NENEZAANENR, BB, )V FaXFLEN, XRPARANF ) FayipE L
B XN L, TH—DHPRBETHVFOEEEHRNT L. EXAERAFLE ERZE X
8k SR A i R AY .
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5) FARIEE L

A B EHM—FREY
1. absenteeism ) iR
2. truancy bl
3. attendance el
4. chronic absenteeism KAy R
5. remote learning LA S 5]
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