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As Walmart goes from strength to strength, Amazon’s grocery

strategy is a puzzle
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Amazon’s purchase of Whole Foods signalled it would
take a more conventional approach to the supermarket
business. That is probably why, when the deal was
announced, Amazon’s share price soared and those of its
rivals, such as Walmart, fell. But since then Amazon has
treated grocery more like a science experiment than an
exercise in seduction, with weak results at Whole Foods
and in other formats. Its best-known addition to the retail
experience is the “just walk out” technology in physical
stores, equivalent to its one-click shopping online. Yet
cashierless supermarkets sound like something more

beloved of geeks than grocers. What may cut down on

time-wasting queues also minimises what some people

love about shopping: the human interaction at the till, the

hunter-gatherer instinct as they jostle at the meat counter,

the Columbian exchange between fellow foodies at the

spice rack.
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[3C]
1. seduction /s1'dak/n/ n. the qualities or features of something that make it seem attractive % & 71 ; #% 7 ;

il 7

2. format /'forrmaet/ n. lGMAT] |& #| [% ##] The format of something is the way or order in which it is arranged

and presented. #X; #&X; X
#1: 1had met with him to explain the format of the programme and what we had in mind.
KL BAte Y @R T 8N B 698 XAZ KNG Bk,
3. one-click adj. denoting a process or procedure that can be completed with one click of a button on a computer
mouse, touchpad, etc. —4 X849
4. cashierless adj. (of a store) allowing customers to scan their items as they shop, thus avoiding the need to go
through a checkout 4R i1 49
#1: Its new Amazon Fresh grocery chain and Amazon Go cashierless stores barely chip in.
%, 204 I By idb A 6 % HAE T A I By sk Go AR B JE LA IR A A
5. beloved /b1'lavid/ adj. loved very much by somebody; very popular with somebody 4% % &9 ; ‘& X &%
0]
#]: She ran one of the little tea rooms so beloved of Londoners at the turn of the century.
Wi E T — R AR FAEEWIRE DTN,
6. minimise /'minimaiz/ v. to reduce something, especially something bad, to the lowest possible level 1 & 'V
B RAKIR B
#]: Good hygiene helps to minimize the risk of infection.

BRBFFERDTRRRERS RN A,

7. till /t1l/ n. the place where you pay for goods in a large shop (K7 /& ¥ 89) KHKK, K#E

8. hunter-gatherer / hantar 'geedarar/ n. a member of a group of people who do not live in one place but move
around and live by hunting, fishing and gathering plants & K £ 4 : #HERALXBE P UIGH R EN T 2L F
7 KA

9. jostle /'d3a:sl/ v. to push roughly against somebody in a crowd (EAZEF) #H, i, &, #

#]: The market was full of people jostling and fighting their way to the stalls.

g LB A AR RAMF TR, F &5 FEANREL,

10. fellow /'felsu/ ad;. used to describe somebody who is the same as you in some way, or in the

same situation Bl £49; Rl Fa9; Bl4Eay; BIIHFILE
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#]: From the outset of his illness, he has been driven to help fellow sufferers.

WA B R FFAE, Mot — A FF oh A %,

11. rack /rek/ n. |VIJ é]i| |%52‘T| a piece of equipment, usually made of metal or wooden bars, that is used for

holding things or for hanging things on ¥ % ; %-F

[#14]
1. basket case : a country or an organization whose economic situation is very bad &K LR £ 69 E K (S ALAH)
] : Such a view would have been unimaginable only 12 years ago when Angola's devastating 27-year civil war had just
ended, leaving it a basket case.
TR AT ZFATRALERZE, R LR RS RFET 27 FOHORRMBAKR, GTFT 7T —HEEHT,
2. from strength to strength : to become more and more successful A% kA& 3% BE K ik ; T B7 BUAF R )
#]: Since her appointment the department has gone from strength to strength.

A4b B4R, AERTTARRARSLIE T

[#% 24&]
1. Whole Foods : Whole Foods Market, the largest American chain of supermarkets that specializes in natural and
organic foods. 4R A2 T
AERAT, FERAGEMLT, FTRAANE R,
2. just walk out : Amazon’ s Just Walk Out technology uses the same types of technologies used in self-driving cars
(computer vision, sensor fusion, and deep learning, for example) to create a seamless experience where people can
walk into a store, take what they want, and get going without stopping or waiting in line to pay.
T ikt JustWalkOut HARAT 5 asBHAFME LEGER (Bt FNALE . FEEREFRLS
), CAgliE AP REERE, EAMT ARG HE, FARMNBRZGERD, REHT, LEFFE RHDAK
3. Columbian Exchange: The Columbian Exchange or Grand Exchange was the widespread transfer of animals, plants,
culture, human populations, technology, and ideas between the American and Afro-Eurasian hemispheres in the 15th
and 16th centuries, related to European colonization and trade after Christopher Columbus's 1492 voyage. Although
unlikely to be intentional at the time, communicable diseases were a byproduct of the Exchange.
T R H K LA 15 4 de 16 #L24 £ A dE N -BREAAF R A BT 5h . M, L, Ao,
BARAERE 72454 5 1492 F R B « TRAAAEB HRMARAT HH K. RARLHARTHR AR

EhY, 12t Jom R THA B B

[Kkxza]

What may cut down on time-wasting queues also minimises what some people love about shopping: the human
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interaction at the till, the hunter-gatherer instinct as they jostle at the meat counter, the Columbian exchange between
fellow foodies at the spice rack.

&) ¥ £ % 9 What may cut down on time-wasting queues also minimises what some people love about shopping,
A M HNRF B AR B, Ry — A e E

the human interaction at the till, the hunter-gatherer instinct as they jostle at the meat counter, the Columbian
exchange between fellow foodies at the spice rack * Fl{z#&, ### 3L what some people love about shopping, &
A BB EAOAIRLS, £RERESATHFRFLOFHE AR, ARARRITERRZIMGTA Rk
H ¥, astheyjostle at the meat counter A Bt KE, &Hh: £AXIESATHF LRI LTy

between fellow foodies at the spice rack = J& £ & &, #54fI& < the Columbian exchange, &H#: AR AT £

KZ ey (GHEAR K #)

T 5k E K B A A X AR . K, T
Db Feiw T R B E AL T 45 5 W (Tesco)
B AT = B AR o EAEAE, AZEA—HAR
R R ) N UL &P b
N ) R AT AR, X5 16 ¥ R4
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B KRZ, & TRIE, AKZE
ZRBEEFET —R, BHRHI2SEA
GZREME—FXT,

Amazon is trying to refresh the experience. Last year it

recruited Tony Hoggett, a former executive from Tesco, a

British supermarket chain, to bring grocery nous to a

business hitherto obsessed with overhead cameras, QR

codes and data collection. The Brit, who started out as a

Tesco “trolley boy” aged 16, has a big job. When
Schumpeter visited an Amazon Fresh store in Los
Angeles recently, the fresh-meat and -fish counters were
so barren they looked like part of a going-out-of-business
sale. He bought one of the three rotisserie chickens on
display out of sympathy, because he feared they had been
there all day.

[#3C]

1. nous /navs/ n. intelligence and the ability to think and act in a practical way % 77 ; ¥ t; #1R

73 2K

2. hitherto / hidar'tu:/ adv. [GMAT] [% #]| [# 2| until now; until the particular time you are talking about i& 4~

AE et
] Her life hitherto had been devoid of adventure \it¢ & # 1k, &£ EFP XA G %,
3. trolley /'tra:li/ n. a small vehicle with wheels that can be pushed or pulled along and is used for

carrying things T4 %; ¥ %
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7‘2}5\| |GMAT1 |%5?r| |Zﬁ ‘i’.l If you describe a room or a place as barren, you do not like it

4. barren /'bzeran/ adj.

because it has almost no furniture or other objects init. =% % 9
#]: Six stale loaves of brown bread formed a dark blot on the otherwise barren shelves.
6 FEMMEBROLERAZHHURT LEHT —AE 8L,
5. rotisserie /rav'tisari/ n. a piece of equipment for cooking meat that turns it around on a long straight piece of

metal M AJE, WAL, wiHEBEAR

[Kkxa]

Last year it recruited Tony Hoggett, a former executive from Tesco, a British supermarket chain, to bring grocery nous

to a business hitherto obsessed with overhead cameras, QR codes and data collection.

&) F £ 4% 7 it recruited Tony Hoggett to bring grocery nous to a business, &% : B HEFF T HE « B4,
HEZAS s 8] g R A S IR

HF, tobring grocery nous to a business 7 B8R &), & H: FHiXAN

Last year A Bt R3E, &H: 1F
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a former executive from Tesco & Fl423&, ### 3L Tony Hoggett, & % : 485 M (Tesco) WIAT = F
a British supermarket chain 2 Bl4%#&, UL Tesco, &4 : ZEEHAT
hitherto obsessed with overhead cameras, QR codes and data collection )5 & &€ &, 1545 € business, = H: iX

M—ARETHZHEMS K, A RIEIES ()
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Under Mr Hoggett, Amazon is trying to make the
Fresh stores less soulless. Human cashiers and
self-checkouts are back for those who prefer them.
Whole Foods’ expertise is being used to rethink store
location. It is part of an effort to make grocery
shopping on Amazon as habitual as it is at a Walmart.
Andy Jassy, the CEO, says it is aiming to build a
“mass grocery format” commensurate with Amazon’s
size. Yet it anything Walmart looks more likely to
invade Amazon’s territory than the other way

around.
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(3]
1. soulless /'savllas/ adj. not having any attractive or interesting qualities that make people feel happy %% %3249
RAREY; ZRE
%] They live in soulless concrete blocks.

RAMEART RAEARELAEE D,

2. expertise / eksp3:r'tiiz/ n. GMAT] % #| [+ A i 2] [#£48] expert knowledge or skill in a particular subject,

activity or job 114218, H114E; £K

3. habitual /ha’'b1tfusal/ adj. usual for or typical of somebody/something i % #9; A4

##]: She reverted to her habitual frown.

S FFHAE SRR R BB T o

4. commensurate /ka'menfarat/ adj. matching something in size, importance, quality, etc. (/& X /]
TEM, REEH @) AR, ML

#]: Salary will be commensurate with experience.

#r &R a5 h AaAR.

5. invade /in'verd/ v. |VIJ é]il GMAT] |%5Fr| to enter a country, town, etc. using military force in order to take control of

it N2 172 R
#]: Malaysian timber companies are invading their world.

R0 T4 KA ) E A AR AT G HR

6. territory /'terato:ri/ n.

At R A

Neither firm thinks of itself as competing | ME NS HTIAN AT EEN FE@ K
head-to-head with the other. But they are, because both | 4, 1216954 t, BHAH M KN 84 H
have big growth ambitions. For Walmart, that means | E K 89 X B &, ARG KRB, X Z%k
expanding its e-business beyond grocery into general | H & L& FH ML TV EF B A"
merchandise, as well as attracting higher-income online | %, HRFMA L HLEXEF . ML

BIER I Db 69 5% R, I Gk kR, X
Amazon, it means a bigger presence in grocery, both | &%k & & AR B TABR EE P KT 9

customers. Both of these are Amazon’s forte. For

online—where food shopping still accounts for only | 441, @44 E (££EH 8000 1¢£ T

about 10% of America’s $800bn supermarket | A2k 4P, BRI HIIIRA & 10%4E %)
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business—and offline. F2 & T o

[3C]
1. head-to-head / hed ta 'hed/ adj. in which two people or groups face each other directly in order to decide the
result of a competition or an argument £ & X 469 ; @ @49
#]: They are set to meet head-to-head in next week's final.
HANIEAE T A Z 69 5 Kb E&
2. merchandise /'m3:rtfandais/, /'m3:rtfandaiz/ n. goods that are bought or sold; goods that are for

sale in ashop # &t; o

3. forte /fo:rt/ n.[GRE||GMAT] [+ | [# 52| [#£48] a thing that somebody does particularly well &% ; 4%

In bricks-and-mortar, Walmart’s lead is huge. [t has | x 52 4x & 5@ % RIBEAI AL LA E K8,
the largest footprint in America, with about 4,700 FRMALENE R SHA L. HF 4700 F
outlets, compared with 530 Whole Foods, 44 M, mARARTAH 530 %, BDa4 &M

Amazon Fresh and 22 Amazon Go shops. Grocery TH 44 F, L Go A 22 K. b
\=4

=

s

7

accounts for most of its sales, whereas for Amazon AN A K ER Y, mAT D E R, 4
they are a shver. Its “everyday low prices” work: a | = __ A, FRIDEY CH BT RIET W
survey by MoffettNathanson, a research firm, found B : AF5N 3] MoffettNathanson & —31i8 &
equivalent products at Amazon Fresh were far R, DL AHGRLEBNBESES,
pricier. Walmart’s speed of delivery matches | ;2 £ 51 4457 32 B 5T LR LT,

Amazon’s.

[3C]
1. bricks-and-mortar / briks n ‘'moa:rtar/ n. a business that operates from a shop or a building that customers visit,
rather than only online 24k J& ; FE4Rk4 1
2. footprint /'fotprint/ n. a trace suggesting that something was once present or felt or otherwise important

b AR FER

3. sliver /'slvar/ n. a small or thin piece of something that is cut or broken off from a larger piece (#77F 3

FRE) Dk, FR
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Moreover, Walmart appears to be making more headway
with online selling and advertising than Amazon is with
its real-world stores. Walmart’s online sales were
estimated at $82bn last fiscal year, more than four times
Amazon’s physical-store sales. It appears to be borrowing
Amazon’s model of attracting third-party sellers to its
site in order to increase the assortment of products, raise
logistics revenue and boost advertising. Last year
Walmart’s ad sales grew by 30%, to $2.7bn. That is still a
fraction of Amazon’s total. But there is no reason why

Walmart should not catch up, thinks Simeon Gutman of

Morgan Stanley, an investment bank.

Wb, 5T Gk e RAKE AL, KR IBAL
FAER L EF T EFT BT 2K
#HE. EE, B, KRBOGAEX
MEBA 820 ILEL, ZIEEGAFEIKE
HEFMEIE S, OO EAM L T D
WX, BB =T EANELME, 2
¥ S At KRB RN IS T
o HF, KRR EHEFIEKT
30%, £EF| 27 fLE L. EMARRALE
9 BB — )R AR IL A ARAT AR
FEHE «HFRHZINN, ARRLGEXAELE
i kA B,

(3]

1. assortment /a'sa:rtmant/ n. a collection of different things or of different types of the same thing & # & #

[#4]

1. make headway with : to make progress, especially when this is slow or difficult B {F 3 &

#]: We have made some headway towards solving the problem.

BAVEMR R P A LR T — gt &,

Amazon could leap up the league table by buying a large
supermarket chain. Given the antitrust pressure on big
tech, though, this is probably off the table. If a
build-rather-than-buy approach is its only option, it will
have to do a much better job of explaining how it will
make this profitable. As it continues to waste time

experimenting, Walmart is ably copying its best moves.

I 233 5T VAR ST A ) K AL R AR T 3K B
Ba. I, FEE RABAHN ] @IE
B ¥R T, EZARTARATTARN, 4R
T B3k AL 3¢ B AR EOIl 89 75 X,
AR 2 3L IR P AT R AR ha AT 2 LB A
I I 3 5 2k 4250 3 B T RS2 3R R B B, K
RIGAELETT G 45| T B a6y L35,

@ Stella FIESPR




The Economist — TI3HERK/RIE, K I-S&TRIES 2023/8/11

(3]
1. antitrust / enti'trast/, / &ntar'trast/ adj. preventing companies or groups of companies from controlling
prices unfairly R 350789, R & ¥ 69
7] The jury found that the NFL had violated antitrust laws.
ZI&F H P2 o EMBL R R E R T R 2B A,
2. ably /'etbli/ adv. well and with skill &% T #b
1] We were ably assisted by a team of volunteers.
BMAFE —2ERF G R W,
[#142]
1. league table : a list in which people, teams, or organizations are shown in order of their success or quality #f.% %
#]: The team slipped to the foot of the Northern League table.
ARG R & B AL T IR R RAIAZE T o
2. off the table : to be withdrawn or no longer available, as for consideration, acceptance, discussion, etc. A~ A& 49 ;
T % e
1]: There's precious little to do in this town.

IR ERH ST THGE,
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1) XFEH

20k - =

» 38 R B 1A 58 o) AE Just walk outIR AR

- FPERIEIF ST S B 20 B R4 T AR

C PR DEARAKINR A GHIEE KB, 1Behahott

FE )| PANRDED., BeaFWUEHIEHBATN. BRI EEAELA S
L > I B3 . JE B oo TSNk (¢ LEXTF) & BB XA 5155
»IRIRIBA SRR JETE LS A&,

FIVEER B IR REE . BLARE G AL D3
FIRIRIBIEM LA B Ao S F EEIS T B ARG JE .

PRI i g5 N, RBIE = FREFENEE ML

> e T R KRR S, D00 B AE B8R
O @i {>ﬂ5ﬂ&sﬁﬁeﬂﬂ1&g@5ﬁzaﬁ, H ORIt AL

2) AXH#®
=7,
cut down
What may cut down on time-wasting queues
WY HE R 3 B 18] 49
minimise
also minimises what some people love about shopping
ER B —H AT b 5%

H 4. reduce/slash/abate

1#]: The packets are measured to reduce waste.

M QTR AR R

v RRJE

physical store
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the “justwalk out” technology in physical stores
FRER “AEEAR LT HK
bricks-and-mortar

In bricks-and-mortar, Walmart’ s lead is huge.

EEREF @, ARBOMERERE KD,

R M. hypostatic store/entity store

18] : 1 claim in the website that has hypostatic store saw good clothing.

KA — 8] B ARF FARJE B R sEF T R RIR

3) —# %L
v format
v 3% &) . with weak results at Whole Foods and in other formats. 3 & 4 & A48

T Fo L AEAR T 6 K ILAR A E

voRBL:
(@D The format of something is the way or order in which it is arranged and presented. #
X B BX
| had met with him to explain the format of the programme and what we had in mind.
KL 2AM G @R T AT B 698 XAR &AM 8 Bk
@ the general arrangement, plan, design, etc. of sth ¥4k zzHE; #+X]; &+
The format of the new quiz show has proved popular.
HOGH /) LR T B 89 SRR HLE R AR TR,
@ the shape and size of a book, magazine, etc. (HHa#89) MK, FLK
The book is now available in a slightly smaller format.
RAPIALR G — LT RAEE,
@ the way in which data is stored or held to be worked on by a computer #& X

The images are stored in a digital format within the database.
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B % AR F 4 X G R 28 BT,

v" barren

v\ X )& %) : the fresh-meat and -fish counters were so barren they looked like part
of a going-out-of-business sale. #% A Andt & 46 & EF T, AACRAARLIF

B e KR,

v B
@ If you describe a room or a place as barren, you do not like it because it has almost no
furniture or other objects init. =% % &
Six stale loaves of brown bread formed a dark blot on the otherwise barren shelves.
6 XXMM ERMOLERAZHHHRT EHEHET —NE R
@ not good enough for plants to grow on it R & & ; RE8
No crops can be grown on this barren land.
XK R A LT EAT L AR
@ not producing fruit or seeds R£E F %L &Y
The barren trees are cut down by the old man.
Z AT AR 4 R AR o
@ not able to produce young animals RE &; RFhY
He prayed that his barren wife would one day have a child.
K TARFEGZETAA—BRITEEE,
(® not producing anything useful or successful £.35 #9; TR

It was useless to continue such a barren argument.

WX AT ELLE RN E L AL A,

4) 15 B\ %
vV BAERTEE
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[

vV XER:

Neither firm thinks of itself as competing head-to-head with the other. But they are, because
both have big growth ambitions. For Walmart, that means expanding its e-business beyond
grocery into general merchandise, as well as attracting higher-income online customers. Both
of these are Amazon’ s forte. For Amazon, it means a bigger presence in grocery, both online
—where food shopping still accounts for only about 10% of America’ s $800bn supermarket

business—and offline.

v el
Neither:++ thinks of itself as competing head-to-head with the other /- #RRIKA A T i
53t o5 iE & Ak

But they are, -+ 12°¢ {1149 4 4= ik
For Ase+ 3t F A Rii--
For B--- %I F B &k jt--

vV 55
Neither car brand thinks of itself as competing head-to-head with the other. But they are. For

Chevrolet, the brand cannot match Ford’ s brand influence. For Ford, it cannot match Chevrolet

in terms of quality consistency and reliability.

V BFEAL—RBEFIRIEH S E S
BN AL AR TN B T 5 7 E @ A
A% A1 49 i
F R, BALARATHEATG, BRLSRTANIAS, RzEEETE

3t F AR R, 2R R A AE R AR R AN A T Rofn B ARG Su i, A2 R A N L R E— 5

5) FTAALEL

A8 EMA—ARFIEE
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1. supermarket business ARk %
2. grocery AR
3. retail experience KA KIS
4. till PR G

5. meat counter K RIE 6
6. spice rack AR

7. supermarket chain E AT
8. cashier HAR B

9. self-checkout B B AR AL
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