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7
Education in Vietnam
AR K E
Best in class
REAE
Vietnam’s schools teach global lessons

AR ) B FARPAL & HORAL

it B : The Economist July 1st 2023 edition Asia

Ho chi Minh, the founding father of Vietnam, was clear about BT E LA LR R REE

the route to development. “For the sake of ten years’ benefit, RER, “HHERA, BEMA, 7
we must plant trees. For the sake of a hundred years’ benefit, RER G — G EiE, Ra, K
we must cultivate the people,” was a bromide he liked to trot SRR BF RS K, FEGAY

out. Yet despite years of rapid economic growth, the GDP /& P 4 3760 £ 7., K FHK

country’s GDP per person is still only $3,760, lower than in | yx 114 2, % o 4o £ H, Lini% 2
its regional peers, Malaysia and Thailand, and barely enough B ARG ARE L B A, K

to make the average Vietnamese feel well-nurtured. Still, Ho B da gk, &R R AN B — &) 4%
Chi Minh was alluding to a Chinese proverb extolling the HEAFA P B IEE, XS E, A

benefits of education, and on that front Vietnam’s people can AR A TR 120,

have few complaints.

[#C]
1. bromide /'braomard/ n. A bromide is a comment that is intended to calm someone down when they are angry,
but that has been expressed so often that it has become boring and meaningless. %13 % 7

2. well-nurtured : well protected, well educated and cared for. 3&3% R 4709, it RIFHF A= B R 49

#]: He is a well-nurtured and polite young man.
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W — AN it RAFHCE AR A9 A A AL B R AL
3. extol /1k'staul/ v. to praise somebody/something very much #4%; “14%; A4
1]: Doctors often extol the virtues of eating less fat.
EAFH LWV oL ha b 654,
[#% 24&]
1. Ho chi Minh : Ho Chi Minh was a Vietnamese communist leader who founded the DemocraticRepublic of Vietham
(North Vietnam) and fought for Vietnam's independence fromFrench colonialism and later from the United States #f
&
MNERAMGEZRMFA, L THRHREILE L) |, FABHRNEERAR I A6 R E B R E
LEEA s
[#4]
1. for the sake of : in order to get or keep something # 3k /% (S fr+F) E4h
#]: She gave up smoking for the sake of her health.
AR MR, kT E.
2. trot out : to give the same excuses, facts, explanations, etc. for something that have often been used before & £ ,
W (F—F0fo, FR. BEF)
#]: They trotted out the same old excuses for the lack of jobs in the area.
AT R AR — B 6945 O FEAR AN K SRV sE kLA G B A,
3. allude to : to mention something in an indirect way B3 # 2] ; BE45; 4
#]: The problem had been alluded to briefly in earlier discussions.

AN )R A ARG T P R B R A

[(K#a]

Yet despite years of rapid economic growth, the country’s GDP per person is still only $3,760, lower than in its regional
g

peers, Malaysia and Thailand, and barely enough to make the average Vietnamese feel well-nurtured.

8 F £F 3% 7 the country’ s GDP per person is still only $3,760, & #: Z B A GDP 13K R A 3760 £ T
Yet despite years of rapid economic growth Hik FRBFBKRE, FHh: Ram, RELZF RS F K
lower than in its regional peers and barely enough to make the average Vietnamese feel well-nurtured 7 & #&, 4 L 3L

7 this country’s GDP per person, &#: (iZE A GDP) 1&T H Kxtkik, #iRE AE S @8R AKE T F R
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Malaysia and Thailand 4 Fl42&, M 3L8 reginal peers, &4 :

2023/07/06

(R Tk i I Aafe

Their children go through one of the best schooling
systems in the world, a status reflected in outstanding
performances in international assessments of reading,

maths and science. The latest data from the World Bank

show that, on aggregate learning scores, Vietnamese

students outperform not only their counterparts in

Malaysia and Thailand but also those in Britain and

Canada, countries more than six times richer. Even in

Vietnam itself, student scores do not exhibit the scale of
inequality so common elsewhere between the genders and

different regions.

WA FZT 2N TR ERFHFRK
FIRARZ—, KRB, KAt
FHEFFEFTOAE AR, #RBAT
R HIER T, LEWGFIREG ™ T,
A F AR T DR B LA F H 695
A, THRTEREFMERGFLE, XA
ANERIARH G B E AL, BRAE AR
MAE, FAGRGTELLARALE Ltk
W75 # GG M A e B 3 X 18] 69 E- iR
BRI AL

(3]

1. aggregate /'egrigat/ adj. |GMAT1 % [£ A [#2] [#£48) made up of several amounts that are added together

to form a total number % £ 89 189

#): The rate of growth of GNP will depend upon the rate of growth of aggregate demand.

RA = SRR K ERRM T EE R RE,

2. exhibit /1g'zibtt/ v. to show clearly that you have or feel a particular quality, ability, feeling or symptom

k0, 8, BH
#]: The patient exhibited signs of fatigue and memory loss.

FAAF I R F AT S kAT R,

[#4]

1. go through : to experience or suffer something 27 ; &%

%] New employees must go through a period of orientation before they can be expected to understand their jobs.

e WA RS AR L RE D — B E R

[Kga]

The latest data from the World Bank show that, on aggregate learning scores, Vietnamese students outperform not
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only their counterparts in Malaysia and Thailand but also those in Britain and Canada, countries more than six times

richer.

8 F £ F 3 4% A The latest data from the World Bank show that Vietnamese students outperform not only their
counterparts in Malaysia and Thailand but also those in Britain and Canada, =& #: ¥R /T8RITHIEL T, Ak
FATMKIETLABEf R BFE, ERTEREWERGFTE

H ¥, fromthe World Bank 7 & E 215, 154k 2 the latest data, &7 : & B FRITH (I HIE)

on aggregate learning scores A K&, &H: HENFZI KRG ™S

countries more than six times richer 4 Fl43%, #hZ#L8A Britain and Canada, &#: (EEAmEKX) B ANE

%kbilﬁ] El;f\:v /\4\:7 )’X_J'_

—NETHFIME A S A F LR
— AP HZEAE R TEET G
A8 B K IRIE . ALK F TR R VAR AR AR
A ARE RN CRFORELETIRE:
BHILELEFRFEL S, HFHALAT

o

A child’s propensity to learn is the result of several
tactors—many of which begin at home with parents and
the environment they grow up in. But that is not enough
to explain Vietnam’s stellar performance. Its distinctive
secret lies in the classroom: its children learn more at

school, especially in the early years.

[3C]

1. propensity /pra‘pensati/ n. a natural desire or need that makes you tend to behave in a
particular way (fTAH 7 ®@ay) #m;

2. stellar /'stelar/ adj. |G Mexcellent A, KHey, Adbe

]: The French companies are registering stellar profits.

HE &K S HRAF

In a study in 2020, Abhijeet Singh of the Stockholm | £ 2020 F49— R4 X+, Mi&F REZ

School of Economics gauged the greater productivity of | I TIbF4F « FAE BT H XK E
Vietnam’s schools by examining data from identical tests | fk b I, P F . A& Fodk @ a9 5 & Ao
taken by students in Ethiopia, India, Peru and Vietnam. | 8948 5] % X 69 338, #12 T A HF KRG
He showed that between the ages of five and eight | # Z#E, ETT ALY B N\Y Z ],

Vietnamese children race ahead. One more year of | A )L & o) RGTEE AL, M, %
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education in Vietnam increases the probability that a child
can solve a simple multiplication problem by 21

percentage points; in India the uplift is six points.

T—FHEH, BTRMBE—RIEZHE
EFE YRR 21 ANE A @
B, ¥EmOBEER 6 N8 H B

[#3C]

1. gauge /geirdz/ v. |VH e

|GMAT1 I% EJ‘T| If you gauge the speed or strength of something, or if you gauge an

amount, you measure or calculate it, often by using a device of some kind. M=

%] : Distance is gauged by journey time rather than miles.

$B 3 ATAZE 9] dm dE 3k T ORI H .

2. multiplication / maltiplt'ketfn/ n. the act or process of multiplying numbers & ; A% ; 5o

3. uplift /'aplift/ n. the fact of something being raised or of something increasing ¥ % ; 4% ; ¥ K; o

(4% & A7 ]

1. Ethiopia / i:6i'aupia/ a country in north-eastern Africa % kb & (AR ALIFEK)

Vietnamese schools, unlike those in other poor countries,
have improved over time. A study published in 2022 by
researchers at the Centre for Global Development, a
think-tank based in Washington, DC, found that in 56 of
87 developing countries the quality of education had
deteriorated since the 1960s. Vietnam is one of a small
minority of countries where schools have consistently

bucked this trend.

HAAR 5 ARGFARANRE, Adys
A B R B A mAF R B E . B
BREar- SIS QPSR- e N
AR AR 2022 K & 09 — AT 50 KL,
87T ANAFTERXT, A 56 NE K
HEREA 20 B2 60 FRUAKTL

BTl By BINFR—-AHX
—AYFERIEGE R —,

(3]

1. deteriorate /dr'trriarert/ v. [GRE|[GMAT] [% ##| [# Al 12| to become worse % 3R; & AL; B4t

%) : They had to cope with deteriorating weather conditions.

AT AFF IS 2 2 TS 7 B AL 69 R ALK Ao

2. buck /bak/ v. to resist or oppose something #&#1; A 4t

#]: One or two companies have managed to buck the trend of the recession.

H—RENETET ZHBRAH K.
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KK AR Z L BT KF H AR
HAT— 2 A TAs; AR RERF T
A 5. —I LA F FuAk i A 49
A 7 F 5 X AT b £ AR KAZ R
LR TFHF RN £,

The biggest reason is the calibre of its teachers. Not that
they are necessarily better qualified; they are simply more
effective at teaching. One study comparing Indian with
Vietnamese students attributes much of the difference in

scores in mathematical tests to a gulf in teaching quality.

[&C]
1. calibre /'kaelbar/ n. the quality of something, especially a person’ sability i Z; (LAEA) &7
<A X # #>standard

2. gulf /galf/ n. a large difference between two people or groups in the way that they think,

live or feel 2% ; 4. (3R

A% ) 89 HT 2 BT VAR AT B T8 A,
R B AAE A T MM T &
W, KT L RAZ R AR5 88
Ho AT MAMER-FFFEA, AR
FAL B IZH R G H IO IF P FH., RE
RO R, SHHIFEGITE LR TF AR
Mo APEEF A K AIFHIHIT R T F
BB CREBIF AR

Vietnam’s teachers do their job well because they are
well-managed. They receive frequent training and are
given the freedom to make classes more engaging. To
tackle regional inequality, those posted to remote areas are
paid more. Most important, teacher assessment is based on
the performance of their students. Those whose pupils do
well are rewarded through presitigious “teacher

excellence” titles.

[#=iC]

1. post /pavst/ v. [w 2] [% %] [ ] to send somebody to a place for a period of time as part of their job Jk 4%

#]: Most of our employees get posted abroad at some stage.

HAVE KR R R A A — i Bk 32 E 4k,

2. prestigious /pre'sti:dzas/ adj. |GMAT1 |%;— /\| |>II£ ‘i’.| respected and admired as very important or of very high

quality A B2 85; BRZH
#]: My parents wanted me to go to a more prestigious university.

RO RBFHBRE TR LEH KT
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XA IR F Gk LA LA B AR
R & ME KRR LI 49 20% A T #
F, THEHTRBAF. Zgte b E
Fa REH K EHF , WART BRI
B, ARHREHFITE KRS
A XA ik . T R RAT AR
1% % Ngo Quang Vinh &7, & F4&K
FENERSA, BHARERN TH
Bo ML, BPAE ARG A AR AT
NG RRAS T R BRTE, F%
AFRAPLHIFRAF “REHF” 5

895 AR,

The obsession has other useful effects. Provinces are
required to spend 20% of their budgets on education,
which has helped regional equity. That the party pays such
close and relentless attention also ensures that policies are
adjusted to update curriculums and teaching standards.
Society at large shares the fixation. Vietnam’s families are
committed to education because of its ingrained
Confucianism, suggests Ngo Quang Vinh, a social-sector
officer at the Asian Development Bank. He says that even
poorer parents fork out for extra private tutoring. In cities,
many seek schools where teachers have won “excellence in

teaching” titles.

[#C])
1. obsession /ab'se[n/ n. the state in which a person’ s mind is completely filled with thoughts of

one particular thing or person in a way that is not normal J= it ; & k; B

2. equity /'ekwsati/ n.|GMAT1 |%5ﬁ| |{,—,\| |51§,‘§’;

a situation in which everyone is treated equally 2~-F; 2 iE

3. relentless /r1'lentlas/ ad;. |G|VIA'I1 |4é— /\| |>II€ ‘i’.l |#£Z}‘%| not stopping; not getting less strong <1589 ; 4 7% 21

8; M EGHY
7] His quest for perfection is relentless.
Hurt % £ 938 £ A RH
4. fixation /fik'serfn/ n. a very strong interest in somebody/something, that is not normal or natural (3t---89) &% 1&
T, BT 5
5. ingrained /in'greind/ adj. that has existed for a long time and is therefore difficult to change #& 7%
FE; BAMERL
8] : The belief that we should do our duty is deeply ingrained in most of us.
RIZRFT A R R T RMKEZHAS T,
(4]

1. be committed to : willing to work hard and give your time and energy to something; believing strongly in
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something X0 K 7789, BAiz4y; B2y
#]: The president is personally committed to this legislation.
BRF AL SN 2k,
2. fork out : to spend a lot of money on something, especially unwillingly X 2 #£4, kie44k
1#]: We've forked out a small fortune on their education.
AAMNERMNGEET ETRT RV &Ko
[ =% 24k]
1. Confucianism : Confucianism is a system of thought and behavior that originated in ancient China from the
teachings of the philosopher Confucius. It covers a range of topics, such as ethics, morality, politics, social order, and
culture 1E X &8, ILFF45
BREBA—FBRIATARZ, RETFTEETREFRILTHHE, CEET — R EA, oo sZ, Bk,

BUg . AR A A,

X AR R T F RO EIR. [EEF
K&, Bisifoaisd, A4
AR & BB T R AT TR K
558 (Phung Duc Tung) A H, 4
WRKEAFBHE R %. DLBEAT
ZEAAERE BRI, mARNE
W, mAHFAEFEAELTIXTEY
il B RKAEARIRA DRG] 23K
W, AR FA fideid F, AL
BIFHFTHE, BmERLRTHRIIAE
BB I AT ARSI
B9 KF, BUR & M 3 X AL e, JE de
EH ERREBEANGIAAE, BAHF
FEEEE X,

All this has reaped rich rewards. As schools have improved,
so has Vietnam’s economy. But growth is testing the
education system, suggests Phung Duc Tung, the director
of the Mekong Development Research Institute, a
think-tank in the capital, Hanoi. Firms increasingly want
workers with more sophisticated skills, such as
team-management, that Vietnamese students are not
trained for. Growth has also pulled in migrants to cities,
overburdening urban schools. More and more teachers are
forsaking education for higher-paying jobs in the private
sector. To ensure Vietnam remains best-in-class, the
government will have to tackle these trends. As Ho Chi
Minh liked to remind people, cultivation requires constant

attention.

(3]

1. reap /ri:p/ v. to obtain something, especially something good, as a direct result of something that you
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have done BLfF (A R) 5 I3k
#]: They are now reaping the rewards of all their hard work.
A, A 23FFHFET =R,
2. sophisticated /sa'fistrkertrd/ adj. A sophisticated machine, device, or method is
more advanced or complex than others. & 4889; 2 4249
#]: Some sign languages are very sophisticated means of communication.
HEFETARKAET B RN,
3. forsake /far'seik/ v. to stop doing something, or leave something, especially something that you enjoy
W, B
7] : She forsook the glamour of the city and went to live in the wilds of Scotland.
WITT IR T B9 4))2, KA Z TR EAE.
(4% 2 4k]
1. Hanoi /ha'na1/ the capital of Vietnam and the country's second largest city 7
(4]
1. pullin : get or bring together "R 3|; 134k
7] She can still pull in adoring audiences.

oAy AR AR 5] % FE A AR
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1) XFEZRM

[ PEREER. +EAR, TEEA
PONME LR F R B, ABGDPIBIRIK
- > RE4kott, BEWNIKE

Rﬁ%ﬁ.‘>ﬁﬁ&?ﬁﬁﬁ\ﬁi#ﬂi%ﬁ%ﬁ%?ﬁ%&%ﬂ
L P EREIRA R I KR Fo R Bl K 2 j8l-Eik FIL e T FF

FPIGFFIRES . R, RAHERIRFISFERS
PERAIFE. FHITRF HRRTE

PEEAKIT R BT, THREREERASI V6588
IS EIMeH TRIE R T A EH R I

»FEEE RAREHER S, HMEmahiR RS
O = {

FiEJElES, RFMERAFWMEKE R L
» B FF 2% I L 3 23X L8 S

2) BXH#
v ARt

outstanding

a status reflected in outstanding performances in international assessments
X R B B RIS P A A R

stellar

But that is not enough to explain Vietnam’ s stellar performance.

83X HF N R VAR ARy ) 2R i R I

R A eminent/exceptional/brilliant

#]: The eminent poet won numerous awards.

Tz B IFARFT H S LT,

v Feik
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obsession

The obsession has other useful effects.
RAPITHE 0Bk T A B8R,
fixation

Society at large shares the fixation.

JTRAAR O A ik

R A infatuation/enchantment/fascination

#]: Percy's enchantment with orchids dates back to 1951.
2P I 2 F 0 Fo ik T AN 2] 1951 F.

3) —#E% L
v' post
v\ 3 )R 8) : those posted to remote areas are paid more AR 248 Jk f£ 47 T L X 49

HIFaI LR 25

v B
@ to send somebody to a place for a period of time as part of their job J& 3
Most of our employees get posted abroad at some stage.
AV K305 JE R AR A AR — i AR 32 E Sk
@ to send a letter, etc. to somebody by post & ; &R &
The cost of posting a letter has gone up again.
TR A B R A
@ to put a notice, etc. in a public place so that people can see it KJE; A
A copy of the letter was posted on the noticeboard.
T hg B ARG T X 3HF A K.

@ to put somebody, especially a soldier, in a particular place so that they can guard a
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building or area /£ 32 F; A H - 3k X
Guards have been posted along the border.

AR ECHET AL K

v' buck
v’ X ¥ )& & : Vietnam is one of a small minority of countries where schools have
consistently bucked this trend. A% 2 HIUNFAR — A 5iX —A& H i fq ik

MERZ—,

v B
@ to resist or oppose something & #%; R
One or two companies have managed to buck the trend of the recession.
H—RENETET L5 R4 k.
@ to jump with the two back feet or all four feet off the ground 1442 )& Sk 3K ; F H W 33k
A2

The stallion bucked as he fought against the reins holding him tightly in.

AR T A By v 3 5 2R3k, KEFRLE RRECHEBE,

@ to move up and down suddenly or in a way that lacks control ZZ R E 3% : B2 Mk
The boat bucked and heaved beneath them.

NS AT I T SR 2L BB A o

@ Stella FIESPR @



The Economist - BIIRAE, BERNEEITK! 2023/07/06
4) 15 B\ %

v

v

TR TRAFRF
XER:

A child” s propensity to learn is the result of several factors—many of which begin at home
with parents and the environment they grow up in. But that is not enough to explain Vietnam’
s stellar performance. Its distinctive secret lies in the classroom: its children learn more at

school, especially in the early years.

a) A .
- is the result of several factors - & % #r B & 094 F
But that is not enough to explain «++ {23 F 7R & VAR -+

Its distinctive secret lies in -+ & JR4FEGFLE £ T ---

15 5=

The popularity of McDonald’ s in many parts of the world is the result of several factors. But
that is not enough to explain why McDonald’ s has been so successful in the Chinese market.
Its distinctive secret lies in its localization strategy, which is to introduce products that

corresponds with the consumption habits and cultural characteristics of the Chinese market.

1% B 4f e——F5 &£ Shein &) S 4EA0 F

Shein 89 BRI K2 AR F 894 R,

83X F TR ARERE Shein 4afoT ik B i ¥ Sb ik A 2

C AR A AL E £ T Shein Ri5 BARA R ——Z KOG 57 O3, H BIEF AT £ 4L AR
EeR G ALAGY B
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5) FAiAEL

A8 EHB—BF

1. schooling system FRHEF R F
2. reading ] 432

3. maths #F

4. science F5

5. multipication ¥k

6. curriculum RAL

7. teaching standard HFRE

8. private tutoring YN
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