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Rural economies
R 2

Pastures new

# A

Land pressure and expanding markets are transtorming Africa’s

countryside

T R A Fe RN K 89T 3 O A 2T BN R AT 69 @ %

it B : The Economist June 17th 2023 edition Middle East & Africa

To understand the changing economics of the African
countryside, talk to Jovelence Kemizano. Her banana
garden slopes into a bucolic valley in Bushenyi, western
Uganda. It is too small to feed her family. So when
planting time comes, she works for wages in another’s
field, until she has earned enough to rent an extra plot

of her own for the season ahead.
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(3]

1. pasture /'paestfar/ n. [ 4

s ARG

GMAT] [ | |# | [plural] the circumstances of your life, work, etc. & & K 3L; TAE &

#]: She decided it was time to move on to pastures new (= a new job, place to live, etc.).

HINZ B A TR T .

2. slope /slavp/ v. |\7_17é&

#]: His handwriting slopes backwards.

GACEE DV

@ Stella FIESPR

|GMAT1 |%5ﬁ| to be at an angle rather than going straight up or straight across 44t
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3. bucolic /bju:'ka:lik/ adj. connected with the countryside or country life  4t49; ZATAFa9; BWE
#]: a stream winding through stately parks and bucolic meadows

I%/}Ib%@\ﬂ; E}Eéﬁ/\.ﬁ"[ﬂ.ﬁkj

4. plot /pla:t/ n. |

a small piece of land that is used or intended for a special purpose (%

Rlag) et
#]: She bought a small plot of land to build a house on.
WK T — IR E 5T
(4% & 4k]
1. Bushenyi : a town in Western Uganda. It is the 'chief town' of Bushenyi District and the district headquarters are
located there. it & (& Fik EfeE3 %)
2. Uganda : a country in eastern central Africa. The economy is based mainly on farming, and its main exports are
cotton and coffee. From 1894 to 1962 Uganda was a British protectorate (= a country controlled and protected by

Britain), and it then became an independent member of the Commonwealth. & Fi& (ZIEEK)

The forces of supply and demand are against her. Rents B Fa B K09 A B3R R A . M AT
in_ her village are rising, because each year there are | sy29 o e o HEEHT P LA

more people on the same amount of land. She cannot | v m 72 4 8 44 + 1y, Yo T ik 5t ® 569 T
bargain for better pay, as there is always someone else WHATHNEN, BAZRA EARE

willing to dig in her place. This season she has earned KA, X —EF, e K,

too little to rent a plot. She will work as a casual | g 7 1o 3 3o | W — AR T, A4S
labourer throughout, buying a kilo of maize flour with F O TRE—NIF 05 EE,

her daily wage.

[#3C]

not to the advantage or favour of somebody/something 3t ---

T
#]: The evidence is against him.

TE 3B 2 AT A

2. casual /'keezual/ adj. | not permanent; not done, or doing something regularly & 49 ; 7~ & #7684

1] : Students sometimes do casual work in the tourist trade.

@ Stella FIESPR @
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% %] [%##| during the whole period of time of something & 44 £ ¢; % § %A

3. throughout /6ru:'act/ adv. |

i A
#]: The ceremony lasted two hours and we had to stand throughout.

BKBAT T AN, KA 835 EAHAF LA

4. maize /meiz/ n. IGMATi |$‘ /\| |Zﬁ ‘i’.| a tall plant grown for its large yellow grains that are used for making flour or

eaten as a vegetable; the grains of this plant 2 %&; X

Outsiders often view the African countryside as a sea of | sl A 2 % 3o 30 R AT B 2 8 289K
self-sufficient peasant farmers, who grow what they eat R AGHE, HANAP B erbty, oL g oAb

and eat what they grow. But that romantic picture is long | 44 {85 b B 8 @ B P 2L it . R B
outdated. Rural workers have to hustle and take paid IR G TiE, BeHIEIE,

work. Much of their time is spent trading goods or | 4744 KoM AAER SRR LS
running small shops. This unfolding transformation is | .35 . X fFE £ K A 6955 203

driven by both poverty and relative prosperity, existing | x, xy 344 5 3 5] 4 ) W, BmERL, 2
side by side. Scholars call it the deepening of rural | g 41055 2 RAR AT LAEA.

capitalism.

[3C]
1. hustle /'hasl/ v. If someone hustles, they try hard to earn money or to gain an advantage from a
situation. #ta Ti&; &7 M,
81 : 1like it here. It forces you to hustle and you can earn money.

iﬁ'gﬁ—i’)\)ﬁ’- Eifg Jl/\*ﬂ /:i‘k’fi{b#ﬂ' ap ‘T‘ /'3 iX *%"T’T V/(’}%i'] éi o

2. unfold /an'fauld/ v. fé}il |%52‘T| |>II€ ‘i’.| to be gradually made known; to gradually make something known to other

people (1£) Z#TEI; BT, A&
#]: Dramatic events were about to unfold.
— SR B F R R L R
(4]
1. aseaof: alarge amount of something that stretches over a wide area X =; ¥ —h
%] : The taxi made its way through a sea of bicycles.
B E L AT E

2. side by side : together, without any difficulties 747 A~ 1% #a% L E

@ Stella FIESPR @
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#]: The two communities exist happily side by side.

AR s 4L, MEAFE,

)
I\
N
1\
1\

2023/6/22

Africa is at an earlier stage of this transition than Asia or
Latin America. Nearly all rural Africans still till some
land of their own, which often remains their chief source
of income. Half of them can be considered farming
specialists, in that they earn more than three-quarters of
their income from their fields. But household surveys
show that people spend just two-fifths of their working
time farming their plots. A quarter is spent processing,

transporting and selling farm produce.

xRt T EMALL, FEM AT XA
HTRFTIN . JU-F A 63N R AT
ANAADRFEAY B TRy L3, X fE 224
8 ZZNRRF . AP E—F AT
AN A AR F R, B AR
DZZEENR A B, KRR
BEE TR, AMIAREZSZ 69 TN
W AAHA B, Wy —a TAER ) A
T, EimfsiE KT .

[#3C]

1. till /tzl/ v.

to prepare and use land for growing crops #1F; A 3

] : Millions of peasants still till the land much as they have for centuries.

T8 7 REANRAUE F R —+EHBE,

2. produce /pra‘'du:s/ n.

with farming = %; (L4) K7 &

things that have been made or grown, especially things connected

Most of their remaining time goes on small and
informal activities such as artisanal mining, making
charcoal, brewing beer and driving motorbike taxis.
This is to earn cash to pay hospital bills and school fees,
as well as to buy foods that they cannot grow
themselves. In a swampy hollow near Ms Kemizano’s
home in Bushenyi a dozen young men press clay into
bricks, which they bake in kilns. “We don’t have enough
land for farming,” says Richard Baguma, his palms grey

with earth.

HeATV ) A2 6 K2R 9B ) AR A2 )N A Ae dE B
R FH L, o FTRF . FIMEAR. B
BB F BB FERAE, XANT
BRERIAET TAz 3, AR EAA] A
T Rk LG B4 . 4£ Kemizano X1z F
R KM L — AN B FER L, TIL
NSFEE AN A LR RS, EE B
WhiE e BF D “HKRMNAHRBEHL
R, 7 A FERRLEERKRE,
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[3C]
1. artisanal /'a:rtizenal/ adj. relating to an artisan, or typical of an artisan's work 5L #9; FIL 74y
#]: For these designers, the artisanal approach enriches their creative process.
BAFLIZRFE T Ao TIA.

X T i gt IR R,

2. charcoal /'tfa:rkaol/ n. a black substance made by burning wood slowly in an oven with little air. Charcoal is

CRT AR R B AR )

used as a fuel or for drawing. %, K%

3. brew /bru:/ v.[GMAT| [# A [# 2] [ie48] to make beer B4 (*%i5)

#]: This beer is brewed in the Czech Republic.

XA IR R A e E BRI

4. swampy /'swa:mpi/ adj. very wet or covered with water and in which plants, trees, etc. are growing 8 %9
#]: The disease was common in swampy areas and near rivers.

17%/&/:: é&){l_g E?Fn,T/,ﬁF{jL 4&'%

5. hollow /'ha:law/ n. >R

- |%Wr| an area that is lower than the surface around it, especially on the

ground W &4k ; JuEA

6. kiln /kiln/ n. a large oven for baking clay and brick, drying wood and grain, etc. &

The quickening of commerce 1is also creating Tk B9 He ik KR AL SR ILA .
opportunities. Traders in Bushenyi buy jerry cans of | 44 TAMLMER & FHFEALE—
mudfish and transport them along a chain that stretches KA S A DG sE BRI R T

across Lake Victoria to Tanzania, where fishermen prize

them as bait. A local women’s group is making cooking
pots. Gordon Ahimbisibwe rides door-to-door on his
motorbike, buying coffee beans which he sells to an
exporter. He has reinvested the profits in a shop, a

lawn-mowing business and a machine for milling maize, as

well as snapping up several plots of land.

ARE 8 RAFCAMEA 215, L ag—
a2 B AR OE /& ) A 4245 . Gordon
Ahimbisibwe %7 & & 1 % 4k £ & P WK
g, REFZLHEHH., KEAEHF
BET—EBE. —REEN)F—8
RERARGIE, M T Lk L3,

[3C]

1. quickening /'kwikanin/ n. the act of accelerating #=igf ; Aok

2. mudfish /'mad fif/ n. any of various fishes, such as the bowfin and cichlids, that live at or frequent the muddy

bottoms of rivers, lakes, etc & &

@ Stella FIESPR
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to value something highly % #L;: & & £

3. prize /praiz/ v.

#]: 0il of cedarwood is highly prized for its use in perfumery.

Fhrm T A FHRAEAR, Bt o,
4. bait /bert/ n. food put on a hook to catch fish or in nets, traps, etc. to catch animals or
birds 7% ; %
5. lawn-mowing : the act of cutting the grass on a lawn with a lawn mower #| ¥
6. mill /m1l/ v. M % to grind something (= break or press it into very small pieces) in a mill (JAE#bL) A #E
B RAY
] : Usual white flour has been milled longer, and the wheat germ removed.

BHEGGEENRERRA, DEBEFEEERT .

[#% 24&]

1. jerry can : a large metal or plastic container with flat sides, used for carrying petrol or water (i& % %R AKE) K
P
2. Lake Victoria : the largest lake in Africa and the 2nd largest fresh water lake in the world; a headwaters reservoir for
the Nile River %4 % #| i
3. Tanzania : a country in East Africa which is a member of the Commonwealth. Its main industry is farming but
tourism is also important. Many people visit Tanzania to see the wide variety of wild animals living there.32 % B & (%
FEK)

[#142]

1. snap up : to buy or obtain something quickly because it is cheap or you want it very much &1 ; & %&£ 7 2] 5

#]: All the best bargains were snapped up within hours.

PR R R TR IU N Z A —=2 7,

[Kkxa]

Traders in Bushenyi buy jerry cans of mudfish and transport them along a chain that stretches across Lake Victoria to

Tanzania, where fishermen prize them as bait.

&) 1 £F &4 Traders in Bushenyi buy jerry cans of mudfish and transport them along a chain to Tanzania, &% :
PRGN EHERERE, FRHCMNEAE—FHEEEERT

HF, inBushenyi #BE L&, SRR traders, &R : AHEH (FA)

that stretches across Lake Victoria 1 £ #&EM &), 54HE 2 chain, & X : — &S S A G (45)

where fishermen prize them as bait A JEfR & E EM &, M witH Tanzania, &8 : IR La9ie KRB CAE A HF
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B — 3Ty, B W H RIS T AT Y &
FalR 509 F Ko KRR B A £ 5
MRS 5T T ikl k. FE L, &
AR £ FIRAG X, TAATE VLR BREgR

B RFAMNGEE, AANREH LS 69578
FERF, AEIER LA,

In places the bustle of trade is boosting demand for
local goods and services. Thriving wholesalers and
truckers are connecting farms to urban markets.
Indeed, workers are leaving their fields at a faster rate
in those areas where land is bountiful, because there is

more money swilling around to create jobs.

(3]

1. bustle /'basl/ n.[GMAT [# A [# 2] busy and noisy activity %= ; 5 il

2. bountiful /'bavntiful/ adj. A bountiful supply or amount of something pleasant is a large one. ¥ 5 49; X%
9

8] : The rains have started and the soil is rich and plentiful - perfect conditions to produce a bountiful harvest.
RPLBHTHEK, LERRFR, ZRIFPORGLETMHF

3. swill /swil/ v. to move, or to make a liquid move, in a particular direction or around a particular place ({£) %
%, B, K

#]: Water swilled around in the bottom of the boat.

AR LG KRB R G .

AR B TR R RAAY 6 P ) AR R
THRAVREAZ BT 2 T4E. & Z A= dE 51
RFEGFEN « BT, 25FFEH
B4R, de B N A REGTE A Fa 3k KL
LAy, K5 TZEmEAGHERL
Ao AR LAE, 43 s 4 A6
KEFE, AR A R GE P T4, AR
INFE A IAF B AAEIE R RABR B Fo

Where people come from or their gender often determines

what work they can get. The expansion of cash crops, such

as groundnuts in Senegal and flowers in Ethiopia, pulls in

migrant workers from afar, notes Carlos Oya of the School

of Oriental and African Studies. Women face particular

barriers in patriarchal cultures where they are expected to
work within the household. Those who take on paid work

are often widowed or divorced.

(3]
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1. groundnut /'grasndnat/ n. a nut that grows underground in a thin shell &4
(4% 2 4k]

1. Senegal / sen1'ga:l/ a country in western Africa £ A /R (HIEEK)

2. Ethiopia / i:8i'avpia/ a country in north-eastern Africa % &L T (R ALIFE K)
[#14]

1. from afar : from a long distance away A\ iZ &t

]: Even from afar the castle was most impressive.

PPi R i, MBLLAG TIRZGID F,

[Kkxa]

The expansion of cash crops, such as groundnuts in Senegal and flowers in Ethiopia, pulls in migrant workers from afar,

notes Carlos Oya of the School of Oriental and African Studies.

%) F £ F & %A The expansion of cash crops pulls in migrant workers from afar, &% : Z2F 4 a9y KR 3] 7218
kB4 R A

such as groundnuts in Senegal and flowers in Ethiopia A#ENE, & X : e & A R 4976 4 Fo 3% AR L 69 727
notes Carlos Oya of the School of Oriental and African Studies A4EAN&, &X: A A AN L FIRGFEM « B
45

H ¥, of the School of Oriental and African Studies # & & & &, 41fiFfk € Carlos Oya, &4 : &K ZAdE Mo L5

reeg (K&« BI)

Workers are improvising new livelihoods almost | JL-F BT & #b 75 69 T A AR /2 s B 4 i& 37

everywhere. In Zimbabwe the acquisition of land by white
settlers created a class of black workers, many from
abroad, employed on commercial farms. That system was
upended by Robert Mugabe’s land-grabs and the economic
collapse they caused. Former farmworkers now eke out a
precarious living, by mixing small-scale farming,
temporary wage work and informal enterprise, says
Toendepi Shonhe of the University of South Africa. In

that regard, Zimbabwe increasingly resembles other parts

A, AFEHH, OARZEHI L
AP EE T —NEATANE, &
PIHEZARBES, TETHLRS,
X —AR R AT G4 « e N6 LIRS
Fo foi s B 2GR R AE. BAFRF
VAR 89 R 3% T
NI B AR A DA R e s B
IApfede E XAk, MIRAERHE RAET
AEE, EX7E, FCHHH5IEML

#9 Toendepi Shonhe .,
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of Africa. e R, IR A% R AR AR

(3]

1. improvise /'tmpravarz/ v. GRE| |~? /\| |>}I£ ‘i’.| |i£z‘%| to make or do something using whatever is available, usually

because you do not have what you really need & B #f & ; & B 4
#]: We improvised some shelves out of planks of wood and bricks.
AV R AR A s K MG BHIE T BT
2. livelihood /'lawvlihod/ n. a means of earning money in order to live B4k X £ 09 F B, 4t
3. settler /'setlar/ n. a person who goes to live in a new country or region #% &4 74 R4
4. upend /ap'end/ v. to turn somebody/something the wrong way up or onto one end #118]; 18)5&; 1% #12)
7] : Artificial intelligence is typically depicted as something sinister that will upend our way of life.
ALFRBHERFLR— AT RERMNEETT XN EED.
5. land-grab /'laend graeb/ n. an act of getting property or power in a way that is sudden, illegal or considered morally
wrong L X.ix 4
6. precarious /pr1'kerias/ adj. not safe or certain; dangerous 4289 ; A E6; A&
#%]: The museum is in a financially precarious position.
X FAE A 64 W BUR LT AE €
[#% 24&]
1. Zimbabwe : a country in southern Africa which used to be called Rhodesia, and before that Southern Rhodesia. The
capital city is Harare and the official language is English. ZEH % (A &HIFEK)
(4]
1. eke out : to manage to live with very little money 38 7 44 4 3t; %% & A
#]: For years he eked out a miserable existence in a dreary bedsit in Bristol.
ZFUR, M—AAHEZMIER KRR EHEEFEBRG LS,
2. in that regard: relating to what has just been mentioned 7£iX 7 &; f£iX— & E
#]: We've made extraordinary progress as a society in that regard.

ML ENR T GO ZIIFT E KD,
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A% A AMRRET Fiatee kL
—ANAPiE . X SR AR AR R A R
aIRE R, MR A 40% A LA
WK, mMARATHIE. BTEER
HH P BEHRARMKA, i
K “mNFREHFE , xR EGHFD
o NERMNBIERE, T HEFHHK
Bk,

The idea of the subsistence farmer isolated from markets
is a myth. Surveys of rural households in southern and
east Africa find that they purchase more than 40% of their
tood, rather than growing it themselves. Uganda’s
President Yoweri Museveni tours the countryside
exhorting villagers to “join the money economy”. He is
wasting his breath. The money economy is coming,

whether they wish it or not.

[3C]
1. subsistence /sab'sistans/ n. In subsistence farming or subsistence agriculture, farmers produce food to eat
themselves rather than tosell. 8% 8 &

%] Many Namibians are subsistence farmers who live in the arid borderlands.

WEMALTBARAAL ARNRR, BEAETINARRK,

2. exhort /1g'z2:rt/ v. [GRE| [GMAT] [+ A [ 2] to try hard to persuade somebody to do something #L3; $4%; %%

] : During the rule of Gamal Abdel Nasser girls were encouraged to go to school, and women exhorted to join the
workforce, as part of the general push for economic development.
Ffdy o A fE4E « ARE RGN, EARENEFL@REN IS, S HETMNLESF, AddakimALT
AT,

[#4]
1. waste one’s breath : to say something that nobody takes any notice of & % /& &

] You're just wasting your breath. She never listens.

HRARAEAR OE, WAKTIHAGE,

@ Stella FIESPR
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1) XFERMH

>ERFEEKXA, ERFTREA
> A A BT EIFE
FRE LK, REFMRG, AT

Kemizano

B 1A S

FETIRE. TTEAIES TR —RAFT AL XERL

[)NRRZQﬁ BB R, TnRHer TTEMER
Ly RREHREFS0F/E . RIHLASNY TS

>N ghiR A B AR ENL S
PEICH TR DS R KT 2 Y oo AR5 655 K
>ITANTB B, VEedeyiE fresEit

® > RR 575 AR
>PREMIRTRE, TAEFRPIBHIR

2) RL##
v i3
plot
until she has earned enough to rent an extra plot of her own for the season ahead.
AARBIEBOERRAT —AFNTSMA—ka T L3
land

because each year there are more people on the same amount of land

RAFFAR R LZHOAERARTHEH L3

R A ground/soil/field

1. Farmers grow rice in the rich soil.

REAVERC KB L0 E AP AASF o
vV B4R
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self-sufficient

Outsiders often view the African countryside as a sea of self-sufficient peasant farmers
INACHE FAEAE N RATIA B 4 B AR K 6 #EF

subsistence

The idea of the subsistence farmer isolated from markets is a myth.

A4 AR RRETHGENHEELZ -5,

H M. self-contained/autarkic/self-sustaining

%] :  Over the years, he created this self-contained ecosystem where your device was your
portal into this universe, like a badge of membership.
HEF R ETINALARNAESRA, HO9ILEHAF N/ NERAGR, MR —

o R BEFE—H,

3) —#% L
v" casual

v\ X F /&%) : She will work as a casual labourer throughout 3% — A f5l% i T

v
@ not permanent; not done, or doing something regularly ¥ i+ &9 ; 72 2489
Students sometimes do casual work in the tourist trade.
5 A B MO AR T A9 R T
@ not formal JEE X &9; REIREY
Despite his casual dress of jeans and shirt, there was still an air of sophistication about him.
RAGMT B AT A A A BARIR, ARAHA R IF S A AT RO Ao
@ not showing much care or thought; seeming not to be worried; not wanting to show that
something is important toyou R&&8); LUK ; BREUH; RETH
He tried to sound casual, but | knew he was worried.

GRS RN AR A SR CE R RUTN: 4 - N
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@ happening by chance; doing something by chance 1%/ &9 ; #£334)
The exhibition is interesting to both the enthusiast and the casual visitor.

oS B T Ao m 77 R AL AHRIN A ZAE A &%,

v hustle
v' L% J% &) : Rural workers have to hustle and take paid work. R K T F K54

T&, BxHEIE

v B
@ If someone hustles, they try hard to earn money or to gain an advantage from a situation.
BaoTiE: AhFR
| like it here. It forces you to hustle and you can earn money.
KRERAEXEAEF, INRFGERBGTE, ZHFETAFIK
@ to make somebody move quickly by pushing them in a rough aggressive way #£#; %4
He grabbed her arm and hustled her out of the room.
R HIAE 3o 69 B8 I Fe e 3 o 25 1) o
@ to force somebody to make a decision before they are ready or sure #48 (FE A Z)
She hustled the children off to school and started working.
WAERIZTMNELFE, A4S T,
@ to sell or obtain something, often illegally (% #53kik3) #E, 4T
| hustled some tickets from a magazine and off we went.

BA—HKRERTILKE, RBEBMNIL—RLET .
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4) 45 B

v

v

AT REH
XFERE:

Outsiders often view the African countryside as a sea of self-sufficient peasant farmers, who
grow what they eat and eat what they grow. But that romantic picture is long outdated. Rural
workers have to hustle and take paid work. Much of their time is spent trading goods or
running small shops. This unfolding transformation is driven by both poverty and relative

prosperity, existing side by side.

a) Al
. often VIEW see QS eee eee ##jﬂ...#ﬂj’g...
But that -+ picture is long outdated. {2iX f @ & F €. id i

This unfolding transformation is driven by +++ X #%.E /£ X & 0945 % 2 dg--- 50 49

1% 5=

In the past, people often viewed traditional classroom education as irreplaceable. But that
picture is long outdated. There is a growing recognition that online education can provide a
high-quality, accessible learning experience for students. This unfolding transformation is

driven by technology and the catalyst of the epidemic.

15 BAE b ——R R R BEA F IR T RRE

A AR IRBANE K 5 B L K8 B AT

fa i AP @ & F 2L B

KRB T ERBRLEMELTERB LTI R, REGARRTERESLA
T RAPBEM ., AT T,

A E A K A W3R R AR Tt A AN A WA A M 49 AR 49
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5) FARIEE L

48 2 A—R L 585+
1. rural economies RAF 4 5
2. land pressure I HE S
3. planting time &A% Bf 18]
4. rural capitalism RAT A £
5. till At AP
6. farming specialist REFK
7. farm produce R 5
8. farm R

@ Stella FIESPR @
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